USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Pronghorn Antelope
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: 2 to 4 miles. Complete 1 WHEG per 2 to 4 sections or large pasture.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant communities

a) pinyon-juniper or ponderosa pine

b) desert shrublands, sagebrush or chaparral

c) shortgrass prairie or shrub grasslands
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



2 Landscape & Terrain

a) rough, broken topography

b) gently to steeply rolling, dissected

c) flat to gently rolling with broad swales
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



3 Cover for fawning & daytime bedding sites

a) tall shrub species or grasses <20 inches tall

b) flat sites with shrubs or grasses 20 to 36 inches tall

c) rolling hills with grasses/shrubs at least 20 inches tall
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



4 Range Similarity Index - Percent of the range with the following Similarity Index

a) >50% with SI below 33

b) >50% with SI between 33 and 66

c) >50% with SI above 66
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



5 Food - Grazing management and forb& shrub utilization

a) yearlong grazing or heavy use of forbs & shrubs 

    (>50%)

b) prescribed grazing with moderate use of forbs & 

    shrubs (33% to 50%)

c) presribed grazing with light use of forbs & shrubs 

    (<33%)
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



6 Food - Vegetation composition

a) <5 forb, <1-2 browse, <2 cool season grass species

b) 5-10 forb, 2-3 browse, 3 cool season grass species

c) >10 forb, >3 browse, >3 cool season grass species
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



7 Water availabilty

a) 1 per 5+ sections & available only at troughs

b) 1 per 3 to 5 sections with some at ground level

c) 1 per 1-2 sections and available at ground level
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



8 Travel - Human impacts

a) fences/dense rural development restrict movements

b) sections of fence allow passage & <1 home/section

c) fencing not restricting movement, no homes
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2














Sum _______    _______

                                                                                                  Overall score =  sum ( 17  (            _______    _______
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