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Applies to the following communities: Cottonwood-willow, mesquite bosque, sycamore-walnut-oak, alder-willow, desert willow, boxelder-maple-chokecherry-ash. One WHEG per 40 to 160 acres of riparian habitat.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Species Richness - Number of native species of perennial vegetation

a) 1 - 15 species

b) 16-25 species

c) >26 species
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



2 Perennial species biomass in riparian zone

a) low - scattered plants with low vigor

b) medium- moderately dense & moderate growth

c) high - dense stand and growth
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



3 Corridor - Average width of River/Stream riparian corridor

a) <100 feet/<10 feet

b) 100 - 1320 ft./ 10 - 50 ft.

c) > 1320 ft./>50 ft.
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



4 Age - Average age of tree stand

a) all saplings or decadent

b) all mature, no recruitment

c) mixed ages
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



5 Structure - Structure of habitat (layers = tree, shrub, half-shrub, herbaceous)

a) one habitat layer (i.e low shrubs or tall trees only)

b) two layers (i.e. low & moderate shrubs)

c) three or more layers
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



6 Canopy - Tree canopy cover

a)  0 - 40 % or >80%

b) 40 - 60 %

c) 60 - 80 %
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



7 Grazing management/Impacts

a) year long, summer only, or high wildlife use

b) rotation system, spring only, or moderate wildlife use

c) deferred 4 of 5 years, wildlife not impacting 
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



8 Water

a) dry during growing season

b) intermittent during growing season

c) perennial flow
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 3



9 Banks at waters edge

a) banks bare & eroding or stabilized by small gravel

b) partly stable with bluegrass or upland grass cover

c) overall stable with native sedge, rush, shrub cover
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2














Sum _______    _______

                                                                                                  Overall score =  sum ( 23  (            _______    _______

AZ WHEG 6                                  (FOTG Section II - Wildlife Interpretations)                                                    3/99


