USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Arizona

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Scaled Quail
Owner/Operator
District

County
Field Office

Program
WHEG No.
Assisted by

Map No.
Location:Sec       T         R
Acres
Date:

Home Range: 50 acres or 500 yards in diameter. One WHEG per 50 acres.

Factor - Components
Values
Before
After
Weight
Weighted

Score

Before
Weighted Score

After

1 Plant Community

a)grass monocultures or dense shrub/woodlands

b) perennial grasslands with few forbs or shrubs

c) early successional grasslands with abundant annual 

    & perennial forbs, & scattered clumps of shrubs
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



2 Cover - Vegetation density

a) >50% tall grass, dense shrubs, & trees, <10% bare 

    soil and forb cover

b) grasslands with 10% to 50% of area having bare soil 

    and forb cover

c) 10%-20% of area in tall grass or dense shrubs and 

    >50% of area having bare soil & forb cover
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



3 Cover - Nesting & loafing cover

a) <1 patch of yucca, low shrub, or bunch grass/10 ac.

b) <1 patch of yucca, low shrub, or bunch grass/5 ac.

c) >1 patch of yucca, low shrubs, or bunch grass/acre
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



4 Food - Range condition

a) excellent or heavily invaded by woody plants

b) good

c) poor to fair
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1



5 Food - Food items: amaranth, bladderpod, croton, cycloloma, euphorbia, featherpea bush, fourwing 

               saltbush, goosefoot, hoffmanseggia, menodora, pigweed, plains bristlegrass, pricklypear, 

               ragweed, rattany, Russian thistle, spurge, sunflower, snakeweed, yucca, insects, etc.

a) habitat provides <6 species & few insects

b) habitat provides 6 to 12 species & insects

c) habitat provides >12 species & many insects
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 2



6 Food - Estimated seed production

a) long drought or poor current & previous seed crops

b) low winter or monsoon precipitation impacts seed or 

    insect production. 

c) good moisture, seeds & insects plentiful
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X1



7 Water distribution

a) seasonal or <1 perennial source per 140 acres

b) on perennial source per 140 acres

c) one or more perennial sources per 70 acres 
0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0


X 1














Sum _______    _______

                                                                                                  Overall score =  sum ( 10  (            _______    _______
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