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WOODLAND NOTE NO. 1, Arizona

WOODLAND CONSERVATION PLANNING PROCEDURES

USING THE WOODLAND INFORMATION STICK

WESTERN PINE REGION

To the State Conservationist:

The procedures described in the following material were designed to help you in the examination of wooded areas in the regular course of conservation planning work with a landowner. Planning decisions, decisions of land use and conservation treatment, can be made only by the landowner. By helping him be aware of the potential productivity of his land and of some facts about his tree species compositions you can help him reach these decisions. Whether the land is used for wood crop production or for other woodland uses, such as aesthetics, recreation, grazing, or wildlife habitat, these facts will be useful.

Do not prejudge the land use of the treatment to be applied. These decisions are not yours to make. The landowner should participate in the examination. Show him how to use the Woodland Information Stick. He should take the tree measurements and make the other determinations that are needed.

Do these things prior to going to the field:

1. Study the soils map. Check the Technical Guide for woodland interpretive information related to the soils shown for the ownership. The guide should tell you what kinds of trees are likely to be found, which are most desirable for wood production, or which have particular wildlife or aesthetic values. The guide will give the potential productivity of land in growing a wood crop, and it will alert you about any serious limitations or hazards which will need to be considered.

2. Study the aerial photo that is to be used as the base for the conservation plan map. Use a stereoscope, if one is available. Locate drainage ways, streams, ridges, and other features that might affect the use of the land. Watch for variation in the cover.

3. On the map, outline in soft pencil those areas you think should have individual on-site examination. Apparent differences in cover, changes in aspect or soil, natural barriers, such as streams or ridges, are reasons for making tentative field separations.

4. plan a route of travel with the cooperator that will enable you to see each of the areas delineated. The divisions you make at the office are only tentative. The field examination may show need for fewer or more divisions. In either case, the office study will save you and the cooperator time in the field and will ensure more profitable use of the time spent.

5. Be prepared for a trip into the woods. Have your Woodland Information Stick and a clipboard with maps and worksheets with you.

6. Don’t go into the woods with a landowner unless

You are sure you can identify the local trees without embarrassing hesitation.

You have been trained in the use of the Woodland Information Stick and feel confident you can use each of the scales and tables properly and easily.

You are familiar with, and trained in, using the woodland field examination procedure.

At the property:

Explain to the landowner that you wish to visit each of the woodland fields tentatively delineated with him. If he is familiar with his woodland and can understand the aerial photo-map, he will know if your delineations are reasonably correct and he will be able to tell you if an area of significant size, but differing in cover, is being missed.

In each woodland field:

Help the landowner recognize and select the main stand. There is usually more than one general crown level. The forest may be two-storied or three-storied. Walk a short distance into the field as you discuss the matter. The trees that form the main stand are usually the larger ones, the dominant and co-dominant trees. Underneath the main stand, there is usually an understory stand made up of brushy species. Sometimes, there is a secondary stand of trees larger or smaller in size than the main stand. Study the diagrams. These diagrams show the most common combinations that occur. 
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