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I.  Scope
Perform cultural operations to produce crops or hay in a manner that maintains acceptable yields and provides adequate residues on the soil surface from harvest until after the next planting, on the area of land as shown on the plan maps or as staked in the field.
II.  Materials
Ensure that all chemicals used in performing this practice are listed on Federal, State, and local registers and are applied strictly in accordance with authorized registered uses, directions on the label, and other Federal, State and local policies and requirements.
Store chemical containers properly and disposed of them in a safe manner according to state and local ordinances or procedures.
III.  Cultural Operations
In rainfall erosion areas, maintain at least 30 percent plant residue coverage after planting a crop, unless otherwise specified on the Implementation Requirement sheet.  Leave the soil undisturbed from harvest to planting except for nutrient injection.  Confine planting or drilling to a narrow seedbed or slot created by coulters, row cleaners, disk openers, in-row chisels or roto-tillers.
Do not exceed a soil tillage intensity rating (STIR) value of 20, as determined by RUSLE2.

In wind erosion areas, maintain at least 1000 pounds per acre of flat, small grain residue equivalent on the soil surface throughout the critical wind erosion period unless otherwise specified on the Implementation Requirement sheet.  Leave the soil undisturbed from harvest to planting except for nutrient injection.  Confine planting or drilling to a narrow seedbed or slot created by coulters, row cleaners, disk openers,  in-row chisels or roto-tillers.
Perform planting and other tillage operations as nearly as practical across the slope.
Confine planting or drilling to in a narrow seedbed or slot that generally does not exceed three (3) inches in width.
Plant directly into old crop residues, annual cover crop, or chemically killed sods.
Combines used to harvest small grains shall be equipped with a straw spreader.
Control weeds control primarily with herbicides.  Cultivation may be used for emergency weed control.
iV.  Other Requirements
The owner, operator, contractor, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard to the safety of all persons and property.
 
 
