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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

340 - Cover crop

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of furnishing all materials and placing them on all designated areas to the limits as shown on the drawings, or as staked in the field, and performing cultural operations to grow the crop.

II. MATERIALS
Seed

All seed shall be delivered to the site tagged and labeled in accordance with the California Agricultural Code, and shall be acceptable to the County Agricultural Commissioner.

Bag tag figures will be evidence of purity and germination.  Time since date of seed test shall not exceed 9 months.

Seed shall be of a quality that weed seed shall not exceed 0.5% of the aggregate of pure live seed (PLS) (% germination x % purity) and other material.

Fertilizer

Unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements sheet, all fertilizer shall be Ammonium Phosphate Sulfate containing a minimum of 16% Nitrogen, 20% available phosphoric acid and 0% water soluble potash plus about 15% sulfur and be uniform in composition, dry and free flowing, pelleted or granular.

Fertilizer shall not be specified if the primary purpose of the cover crop is to capture and cycle nutrients.

All fertilizer shall be labeled in accordance with applicable state regulations and bear the warranty of the producer for the grade furnished.

Inoculants

Inoculants for treating legume seed shall be a pure culture of nitrogen fixing bacteria prepared specifically for the plant species and shall not be used later than the date indicated on the container.  A mixing medium, as recommended by the manufacturer or an approved substitute, shall be used to bond the inoculants to the seed.
Inoculants shall be used at rates specified by the manufacturer unless otherwise noted in the practice Requirements sheet.  Seed shall be labeled to show the Lot Number, Expiration Date, and Percent Coat of the finished product.  Pellet inoculated seed shall be kept cool and sown within 180 days.

Chemicals 

Pesticides shall be applied according to label guidelines and all other State, Federal, or local regulation. Chemical containers shall be properly stored, cleaned, and disposed of according to law.

III. SEEDING Mixture and Planting Date

The seed(s) and rate(s) specified on the Practice Requirements sheet shall be used.

The seeding rate(s) shall be the weight exclusive of any coating material.  Any legume seed used shall be inoculated.  Based on bag tags, seeding rates shall be adjusted to insure the required amounts of pure live seed.

Planting shall be performed during the period that is specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

IV. SEEDBED Preparation

The area to be planted shall be weed free and have a firm seedbed which has previously been roughened by scarifying, disking, harrowing, chiseling, or otherwise worked to a depth of at least 2 to 4 inches, except when planting no-till.  No implement shall be used that will create an excessive amount of downward movement of clods on sloping areas.

Rocks, trash, weeds, and other debris that can interfere with seeding or maintenance shall be removed.

Seedbed preparation shall be suspended when soil moisture conditions are not suitable for obtaining a satisfactory seedbed.

V.  Fertilizing and Seeding

Fertilizing 

Fertilizer specified on the Practice Requirement sheet shall be distributed uniformly over the seedbed.

Fertilizer shall not be specified if the primary purpose of the cover crop is to capture and cycle nutrients.

Fertilizer shall be incorporated into the soil.  Incorporation may be included with seedbed preparation, or as part of the seeding operation.

Seeding

Seed shall be drilled or broadcast.  Seed shall be incorporated into the soil, but not more than 1 inch deep unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

Seeding shall be performed as nearly as practical across the slope unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

VI. IRRIGATION
Irrigation water shall be applied during the establishment period as called for on the Practice Requirements sheet.

VII. ADDITIONAL Cultural Operations

The types of equipment used and the cultural operations performed shall maintain healthy plant growth.

The crop shall be incorporated into the soil.

VIII. OTHER Requirements

Other requirements including, but not limited to, livestock and traffic control shall be applied as specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

Measures and methods that enhance fish and wildlife values, protect visual resources, and maintain key shade, food, and den trees shall be performed when specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

Operations shall be performed to minimize soil erosion and air and water quality impairment.

The owner, operator, contractor, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regards to safety of all persons and property.
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