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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

342g - critical area planting - woody cuttings

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of furnishing all materials and placing them within the project area or site to the limits as shown on the drawings, or as staked in the field.

II.  Materials

Woody cuttings shall be made from healthy green plants during the dormant season.  No more than 2/3ds of each plant will be removed.  Select cuttings with leaf buds near the top of each cut.

Stem or branch cuttings of soft wood, hard wood or firm wood should be taken whenever possible from plants that are native to the locality or grown on similar sites.  

Cuts shall be made clean with sharp tools.  The butt end of the stem shall be a slant cut and the tip end shall be cut square across the stem.  

Size:

Slips:  The diameter of the cutting shall not be more than 11/2 inches at the butt end nor smaller than 1/4 inch at the tip.  Cuttings shall have a minimum length of 2 feet and a maximum length of 4 feet unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements Sheet.

Poles:  The diameter of the cutting shall not be more than 4 inches nor smaller than 1inch at the butt end and ½ inch at the tip.  Cuttings shall have a minimum length of the depth to the water table plus 3 feet unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements Sheet.

Cuttings shall not be allowed to dry and shall not be more than 7 days old when planted unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

III.  Plant Materials and Planting Date

The kinds of cuttings specified on the Practice Requirement sheet shall be used.

Planting shall be performed after final grading is completed unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

IV.  Site Preparation

The area to be planted shall be weed free and have a uniform surface.  No implement shall be used that will create an excessive amount of downward movement of clods on sloping areas.  The site may be prepared at time of completion of earth moving work.

Trash, weeds, and other debris that will interfere with planting or maintenance shall be removed.

V.  Planting Requirements

Cuttings shall be planted in one or more rows as shown on the drawing(s) as vertical as possible. Cuttings shall be spaced 3 feet apart in the row and in multiple row plantings, spacing between rows shall be 3 feet .  Cuttings shall be staggered with respect to those in adjacent rows unless otherwise specified on the Practice Requirement sheet.  

Cuttings shall be planted in prepared holes or "V" furrows to avoid stripping the bark, especially in rocky or hard soils.  Cuttings may be pushed into soil if the soil is saturated with moisture.  Cuttings shall be placed in the soil with the butt end in a downward position

All cuttings shall have 6 inches to a maximum of 1-foot including at least two nodes above the ground level.  

Cuttings shall be placed into the soil to a depth specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.  If however, due to some physical condition in the soil this planting depth cannot be attained, the cuttings shall be set with 3/4 of its length in the soil upon approval of the NRCS technician. At a minimum they must be placed into the soil 18 inches.  

Poles: Plant in adequately sized, sod-free holes.  Auger a hole to the water table.   Place materials in the augured hole one-half foot above the growing season water table.

After planting, pack the soil firmly around each pole to eliminate air pockets.  “Mudding” by filling the hole with water and then adding more soil to make a slurry can remove air pockets.

VI.  Irrigation

When specified, irrigation water shall be applied at the times and rates as listed on the Practice Requirements sheet to keep the soil in the lower two feet of the planted cutting moist.

VII.  Special Measures

Measures and methods that enhance fish and wildlife values, protect visual resources, and maintain key shade, food, and den trees shall be performed when specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

VIII.  Other Requirements

Other details for the establishment and maintenance of the plants including, but not limited to, the need for livestock and traffic control shall be applied when specified on the Practice Requirements sheet.

Operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.

The owner, operator, contractor, and other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.
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