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A properly operated and maintained diversion is an asset to the farm.  This system was designed and installed to convey water.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.  Additional permits may be required to perform this work.  
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Provide periodic inspections, especially immediately following significant storms.

· Promptly repair or replace damaged components of the diversion as necessary.

· Maintain diversion capacity, ridge height, and outlet elevations especially if high sediment yielding areas are in the drainage area above the diversion.  Establish necessary clean-out requirements.

· Each inlet for underground outlets must be kept clean and sediment buildup redistributed so that the inlet is at the lowest point.  Inlets damaged by farm machinery must be replaced or repaired immediately.

· Redistribute sediment as necessary to maintain the capacity of the diversion.

· Maintain vegetation and trees and control brush by hand, chemical and/or mechanical means.  Maintenance of vegetation will be scheduled outside of the primary nesting season for grassland birds.  

· Keep machinery away from steep sloped ridges.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards.
· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.  

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation any obstructions or blockage of spillways, trash racks, or pipe inlets.

· All settlement or cracks in the soil should be investigated to determine the cause and immediately repaired.  

· Inspect embankments and vegetation for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets or other apparatuses.
· Remove woody vegetation from embankments.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR DIVERSION PROJECT

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE FOR YOUR DIVERSION PROJECT.
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