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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice SPECIFICATION

370B- ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCE QUALITY management-SmokE ReDUCTION

I.  SCOPE

The work shall consist of modifying cultural and management activities to reduce the amount of airborne smoke particulates generated by agricultural operations as shown on the drawings, plans, on the Practice Requirements Sheet(s) and/or as staked in the field.

II.  GENERAL

Agricultural operations shall be performed as specified on the Practice Requirements sheet. Emphasis will be to not perform the practice during critical air quality periods as defined by the Air Quality Management District (AQMD).

The landowner will be responsible for acquiring and following all necessary local and state permits.

III.  SMOKE Management

When pruning orchards or removing orchards and vineyards, activities in lieu of burning shall be considered.  Options include but are not limited to chipping/shredding, soil amendment with chips/shredding, use as bio-fuel, composting, or placing chips on unpaved roads for dust control.

Crop residue treatment after harvest options include crop residue incorporation, removal, shredding, fall flooding or a combination of the above.

Acceptable alternative disposal methods of combustible materials such as trays, bags, and sacks will be pursued.

Agricultural Burning:

When there are no options available except burning:

a.  Activities will comply with Prescribed Burning – Standard 338 and/or comply with approved written burn plan.

b.  Burning of agricultural materials to control disease requires written  approval of the Agricultural Commissioner

c.  All actions specified within the AQMD burn permit will be followed.   
IV.  air movement modification

The use of windbreaks, herbaceous wind barriers, and other measures shall be performed when specified on the Practice Requirements Sheet.

v.  other requirements

The owner, operator, contractor, and other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard to the safety of all persons and their property. 

Workers shall be provided with protective breathing equipment in order to minimize exposure to air related hazards.

The work shall be performed in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations affecting the control of airborne particles.
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