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393 – FILTER STRIP
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
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A properly operated and maintained vegetated filter strip is an asset to your farm.  This vegetated filter strip was designed and installed to remove sediment and pollutants from runoff.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.

· Harvest treatment strip vegetation as appropriate to encourage dense growth, maintain an upright growth habit, and remove nutrients and other contaminants that are contained in the plant tissue.

· Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds.

· Inspect and repair treatment strips after storm events to fill in gullies, remove flow disrupting sediment accumulation, re-seed disturbed areas, and take other measures to prevent concentrated flow.

· Apply supplemental nutrients as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density of herbaceous vegetation.

· Maintain or restore the treatment strip as necessary by periodically grading when deposition jeopardizes its function, and then reestablishing to herbaceous vegetation.

· Routinely de-thatch and/or aerate treatment strips used for treating runoff from livestock holding areas in order to promote infiltration.

· Conduct maintenance activities only when the treatment strip is dry and moisture content in the surface soil layer will not allow compaction.

· Prevent grazing in treatment strips. 
· Inspect filter strips regularly, especially following heavy rains.  Inspect filter strips annually for damage due to normal use.  Repair and reseed eroded areas immediately.  Remove sediment deposits to maintain capacity of filter strip.

· Seeding shall be protected from concentrated flow and grazing until vegetation is established. 

· Promptly repair all broken subsurface drain lines adjacent to or in the waterway.

· Maintain all sediment control measures in the contributing watershed to prevent sedimentation and the resulting loss of capacity.

· Filter strips in arid or semiarid regions that potentially could be affected by high salinity and/or sodicity (sodium content) should be monitored for excessive salt and sodium buildup.  If found to be excessive, an appropriate corrective action shall be taken

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR FILTER STRIP

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR FILTER STRIP. 


































































Provide application rates (seasonal rates may differ).





Provide filter resting time.
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