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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

394A - Firebreak
I.  Scope

The scope of work shall consist of removing and properly treating trees, shrubs, brush, and other vegetative growth to provide an effective barrier on the area of land as shown on the attached plan map or as staked in the field.

II.  field work

A firebreak will slow or stop the spread of wildfires.  It is a wide strip of land cleared of all vegetation.  The width of the firebreak is dependent on budget and terrain constraints.  No firebreak is a wholly effective barrier to fire.  They assist fire-fighting forces in fire control.

The length and width of the strips shall be as stated on the Practice Requirement Sheet.

III.  Firebreak

1.
Types

a.
Natural ponds, lakes streams, rock barriers, permanently moist areas, and change in vegetative community (break in fuel continuity).

b.
Farm and ranch roads.

c.
Constructed by mechanical or chemical means.

2.
Minimum Width -  All firebreaks must be a minimum of 12 feet wide.  The area devoid of flammable material must be a minimum of 6 to 8 feet wide.

3.
Location - Firebreaks will be located on ridges or along roads and fences; and when a series of firebreaks are planned, they will not be further than 3 miles apart.

4.
Erosion Control - Where slopes exceed five (5) percent, erosion control measures will be installed.

IV.  basis of acceptance

The site will be inspected to determine if the work accomplished conforms to the specified required work to meet the purpose of the practice.

v.  OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

The strip of exposed mineral soil will be inspected at least semiannually.  All flammable material (limbs, leaves, needles, etc.) will be removed.

Flammable vegetation within the firebreak boundaries exceeding 1 foot will be treated so that it does not exceed 1 foot.

Inspect for and remove woody materials such as dead limbs and blown down trees from firebreak.

Inspect annually and rework erosion control measures as necessary to ensure proper function.

Access by vehicles, people, or livestock will be controlled to prevent damage to the firebreak.
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