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A properly operated and maintained dry hydrant is an asset to your farm. This project was designed and installed to provide all-weather access to an available water source for fore suppression.
The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years. The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Mow the dry hydrant access area regularly to keep the area readily available for emergency use.

· Back-flush the dry hydrant each spring and fall to remove any silt or debris that accumulates on the screen.

· Following back-flushing of the system, pumper testing of the dry hydrant at the maximum designed flow rate shall be done at least annually to verify site usability.  
· Remove and dispose of all silt, debris, aquatic growth, or other interference that may limit the full operation of the dry hydrant. 

· Clear the site of all obstructions to access or operation of the dry hydrant. 

· Check  the intake screen at least once every five years to identify any sediment build up and to provide information for a clean-out operation or for aquatic growth control needs. Repair  or replace the screen if necessary.  

· Inspect haul roads and approaches to and from the project frequently to determine the need for stabilizing materials.  Repair as needed.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR DRY HYDRANT

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR DRY HYDRANT. 
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