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Land that is leveled and maintained is an asset to the farm.  Land leveling was designed and installed to permit uniform and efficient application of irrigation water.    The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Avoid use of tillage equipment that leaves ridges or depressions that cannot be removed by subsequent tillage operations.

· Periodically use a planing operation to reestablish the installed field gradient.  High efficiency surface irrigation systems on cultivated ground require re-leveling or "touch up" every growing season.  With on-farm laser controlled equipment, re-leveling every year has been shown to be approximately the same cost as re-leveling every third or fourth year.  Increased irrigation uniformity is a benefit of more frequent re-establishment of planned leveling grades and elevations.

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR PROJECT

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS IRRIGATION LAND LEVELING PROJECT. 
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