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I. Scope

The work shall consist of controlling grazing through fencing or herding, so that each grazing unit will receive alternate periods of grazing and rest during the growing season.

II. Areas And Time

The areas to be grazed shall be shown on the plans and, the time periods for grazing and resting are shown on the Practice Requirement sheet, or grazing calendar.

III. Grazing Operations

The grazing area shall be divided into two or more grazing units unless other arrangements provide for periodic deferment of grazing.

Rotation of grazing among grazing units shall be based on plant development, degree of use, or residual dry matter levels, and not on calendar dates.

Placement of salt, mineral and other supplements will be away from surface waters where frequent livestock use or direct contamination by supplements is likely to result in water quality impacts.   

Grazing when soils are wet will be avoided when possible, especially with finer textured soils to minimize soil compaction and other adverse effects.  Grazing in riparian areas will be controlled by season of use where this may benefit water quality and riparian plant recruitment.

Grazing shall be deferred for one or more growing seasons on all grazing lands where soils have been exposed and erosion risk significantly increased, or when plantings require protection during establishment. Examples of activities or events that may require deferment for one or more seasons include brush clearing, range seeding, prescribed burns or wildfire.

Actual use will be recorded by the operator showing when and how many animals use each grazed field and for what duration.  These records will be used to assist in determining potential improvements to the grazing system to better meet the goals of the operator.

IV. Benefits of Grazing prescription

There are some possible benefits to annual rangeland ecosystems from developing an appropriate grazing schedule or prescription:

Better protection of woody species recruitment, soil stability and water quality by taking grazing pressure off riparian areas during critical growth periods of key plant species and/or when soils are wet.

Reductions in erosion around established watering developments, lakes and streams from high livestock concentrations and trailing. 

Improvement in production and reproductive vigor of key forages and shrub species

Recovery of vegetative cover on eroded sites

More manageable livestock

Reduced soil compaction during wet periods

Better wildlife habitat

Reductions in losses from poisonous plants

Improvements in perennial grass recruitment and productivity

V. Wetland Operation

Livestock can be used to control excessive herbaceous growth in wetlands.  Livestock grazing can be used to reduce invasion of exotic plants into vernal pool/swale habitats. 

Grazing is planned to meet desired management goals, i.e. nesting areas -- graze after nesting season; grazing intensity should allow carry over of vegetation into following year which coupled with new growth provides nesting cover; wintering areas -- since most natural waterfowl food plants are palatable to livestock, grazing time and intensity should be carefully controlled to prevent heavy grazing of desired waterfowl food plants.
VI. Annual Rangelands Grazing Operations

Adequate residual dry matter (RDM) will be left on the land for erosion control and sustained forage production. 

Consult the forage inventory prepared by your NRCS conservationist to determine field-specific minimum levels of RDM appropriate to maintain both productivity and soil stability on your ranch.

The present method of determining appropriate RDM levels is based on slope, climate and canopy cover of woody species.  Tabular RDM guidelines from the University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) publication #8092 are attached.
On sites that produce less than the minimum RDM indicated in the guidelines, leave at least 50 percent of the current year's growth as residual dry matter.  These situations are common on sites with thin, rocky or historically eroded soils. 

Residual dry matter will be determined prior to the beginning of the rainy season. Often this is done in late September through mid-October. Livestock grazing use shall not exceed the RDM requirements for the site. 

VII. MONITORING
Monitoring will be based on the goals of the operator and/or client and purpose of this specific practice.  Methodologies may vary but typical subjects of monitoring include but are not limited to:

· Forage Production

· Residual Dry Matter (RDM)

· Recruitment Rate (germination and establishment of new plants)

· Plant Species Composition

· Habitat Structure

Monitoring techniques are identified by the conservation planner and implemented by the client or designated parties.

Refer to the Prescribed Grazing monitoring plan for your operation for details as to where, when and how to monitor for the effects of this practice.

VIII. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Discuss any ideas for altering this practice with your conservation planner before making changes.

This practice will be implemented as agreed to by the operator until further modifications to the grazing system are needed to meet the conservation and/or operational goals.  Modifications to seasons of use, stocking rate and livestock distribution are typical adjustments which should be discussed with NRCS prior to implementation.


[image: image1]
Table 1. Minimum residual dry matter (RDM) guidelines for dry annual grassland. (Less than 12” average annual precipitation.)





Percent           				Percent Slope                            


Woody Cover		0-10%		10-20%		20-40%		>40%





0-25			  300		   400			   500			 600


25-50			  300		   400			   500			 600


50-75			  N/A		   N/A			   N/A			 N/A


75-100			  N/A		   N/A			   N/A			 N/A








Table 2. Minimum residual dry matter (RDM) guidelines for annual grassland/hardwood range. (12-40” average annual precipitation.)





Percent           				Percent Slope                            


Woody Cover		0-10%		10-20%		20-40%		>40%





0-25			  500		   600			   700			 800


25-50			  400		   500			   600			 700


50-75			  200		   300			   400			 500


75-100			  100		   200			   250			 300








Table 3. Minimum residual dry matter (RDM) guidelines for the coastal prairie. (Average annual precipitation varies.)





Percent           				Percent Slope                            


Woody Cover		0-10%		10-20%		20-40%		>40%





0-25		           1,200		1,500			1,800		          2,100


25-50			  800		1,000			 1,200		          1,400


50-75			  400		   500			   600			 700


75-100			  200		   250			   300			 350








Source: California Guidelines for Residual Dry Matter (RDM) Management for Coastal and Foothill Rangelands, 2002 Regents of the University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources publication number 8092
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