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Prescribed Grazing – Irrigated Pasture
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528B

I. Scope

The work shall consist of controlling grazing fencing or herding, so that each grazing unit will receive appropriate periods of grazing and rest.

II. Areas And Time

The areas to be grazed shall be shown on the plans and, the time periods for grazing and resting are shown on the Practice Requirement sheet, or grazing calendar.

III. Grazing Operations

The grazing area shall be divided into two or more grazing units unless other arrangements provide for periodic deferment of grazing.

Rotation of animals among grazing units will be based on plant developments and degree of use, or mulch levels and not on calendar dates (see Table 1).

Salting should be used as a means to get more even livestock distribution. Salt and other supplements should be placed in areas not readily used by livestock.

Grazing when soils are wet should be avoided when possible, especially with finer textured soils.

Grazing, including daily rotation grazing, shall be managed to prevent vegetation height being reduced below the minimum grazing height specified on the Practice Requirement sheet, or adequate Pasture Condition Score.
Fields shall be rested for at least the minimum regrowth period specified on the Practice Requirement sheet.

In order to reduce potential impacts to livestock health and soil structure, allow at least three days following irrigation before moving livestock into fields.


IV. Irrigation and Nutrients

Allow at least three days after applying manure solids or removing livestock from each field before irrigating. This is to reduce the risk of water quality impairment where irrigation is applied and tailwater recovery systems are inadequate.  In areas where you are dependent on water share delivery from an irrigation district, do your best to remove livestock 1-2 days before water is applied. 

Soil moisture shall be maintained above 50 percent available water capacity unless otherwise specified in the Practice Specification 449-Irrigation Water Management.

If needed, nitrogen shall be applied annually in split applications at the times of maximum plant utilization. Phosphorus shall be applied annually, or as soil tests and professional recommendations indicate, when desirable legumes are present.

No manure will be applied mechanically or through fertigation after October 1st unless otherwise specified in the Nutrient Management (590) requirements  

When standing forage residues accumulate to levels where they reduce utilization by livestock, these should be mowed to restore forage uniformity across the management unit. If animal manure in fields is significantly heavier in some areas of a management unit than others, this material should be spread more uniformly.
V. Supporting Practices

Irrigation water and nutrient inputs through fertilizer or applied manures will be done according to the practice specifications of the following practices:

· Irrigation Water Management (449)

· Nutrient Management (590)

When applicable, tailwater will be managed as specified by Practice Specification 447 -Irrigation System - Tailwater Recovery.

When fences are specified, the fences will be installed as specified by Practice Specification 382-Fence. Temporary or moveable fencing may also contribute to ease of livestock control.

VI. Monitoring 

Monitoring will be based on the goals of the operator and/or client and purpose of this specific practice.  Methodologies may vary but typical subjects of monitoring include but are not limited to:

· Forage Production

· Within-Season Forage Utilization

· Plant Species Composition

· Habitat Structure

Monitoring techniques are identified by the conservation planner and implemented by the client or designated parties.

Refer to the Prescribed Grazing monitoring plan for your operation for details as to where, when and how to monitor for the effects of this practice.

VII. Other Requirements

The owner, operator, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard for the safety of all persons and property.

	Table 1. – Guide for planning proper grazing and irrigation water management

	
	

	
	Plant Height (in.)  for Grazing Interval
	Minimum Regrowth Rooting Time (days)
	Depth (ft)
	Potential Salt Tolerance

	Grasses
	Maximum
	Minimum
	
	
	

	Bermuda Grass 

  (improved strains) 
	8
	3
	15-20
	3
	High

	Reed Canary Grass 
	12
	6
	25-30
	4
	Medium

	Tall Fescue
	8
	4
	20-25
	3
	High Medium

	Creeping

Meadow Foxtail
	6
	3
	20-25
	3
	High Medium

	Harding Grass 
	8
	3
	30-35
	5
	Medium

	Perla Kolea Grass 
	8
	3
	30-35
	5
	Medium

	Intermediate 

       Wheat Grass 
	8
	3
	30-35
	4-5
	Medium

	Tall Wheat Grass 
	10
	6
	30-35
	5+
	High

	Orchard Grass 
	8
	3
	25-30
	3
	Low

	Pubescent

       Wheat Grass
	6
	3
	25-30
	3
	Medium

	Annual Grasses 
	6
	3
	20-25
	1-2
	Variable

	Legumes
	
	
	
	
	

	Alfalfa
	10
	4
	30-35
	5+
	Low

	Alsike Clover 
	8
	3
	25-30
	2
	Low-Medium

	Ladino Clover 
	8
	3
	20-25
	2
	Low-Medium

	Trefoil - 

       Birdsfoot 
	8
	3
	25-30
	3
	Medium

	Trefoil - 

      Narrowleaf 
	5
	2
	25-30
	3
	Medium

	Annual Legumes 
	4-6
	2
	20-25
	1-2
	Variable
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