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Documentation Guidance for Planning and Application of Prescribed Grazing (528)
Purpose: Establish minimum documentation requirements for development and implementation of Practice Code 528 - Prescribed Grazing.  This applies to both the minimum level required for the planner as well as the minimum level required for the producer.  
Minimum Information Developed by the Planner:
These factors are described in the 528 Prescribed Grazing practice standard and expanded in the specifications:

1. Goals and Objectives – Provided by the producer after discussion with the planner to assure that goals and objectives are attainable for the site.

2. Resource Inventory – Identifies resource conditions, opportunities to improve, location, and condition of structural improvements (fences, water developments, supplement)

3. Forage Inventory - Expected forage quantity produced on the site in an average year. This can be obtained from soil surveys, ESD’s, clipping or other reliable sources such as UC Cooperative Extension forage production data. 

4. Forage/Animal Balance – Verifies that forage produced will meet animal demand.

5. Grazing Plan – Identifies grazing periods, duration in fields, rest periods, animal numbers and describes why the grazing system will help address resource concerns and move toward landowner goals.

6. Contingency Plan – Identifies what to do with the livestock if drought, fire, or other natural disaster occurs, that reduces amount of forage available on the ranch.

7. Monitoring Plan – Developed with the producer to track changes in identified resources over time.  The monitoring plan identifies key areas and/or key species to monitor, residual dry matter (RDM) requirements as well as methods. 
8. Follow-up – Crucial for long term success, assures that the producer can successfully conduct their own monitoring. This can be done one-on-one or as a group of landowners.
Minimum Information to include in the Implementation Requirements provided to the Landowner:
The Grazing Plan, Contingency Plan, and Monitoring Plan (listed above) should be described in the Implementation Requirements (aka Practice Requirements) document that is given to, and signed by, the client.
Minimum Reports the Producer Provides to NRCS in order to Certify Implementation of Prescribed Grazing (necessary for NRCS to report as applied and to certify contract items for program payments):
Prescribed grazing should be a learning experience for the producer and planner with the ultimate goal that they will adopt management changes long-term.  Monitoring is a way to track resource changes associated with livestock grazing and will help the producer move toward their goals.  Monitoring will help assess whether the grazing plan is effectively addressing resource concerns and, if not, how adaptive management could be implemented to help move toward desired conditions. 
If a grazing plan is developed as part of Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA), the following items are still required in the plan, but that the landowner is NOT required to turn in any monitoring reports at the end of the grazing season. We can, however, request to look at any records they may have kept and do a field review of grazing management success/failure so adaptive changes can be made if needed. 
The following should be provided to us from the landowners, in order to certify the practice 528 practice:
	Annual Grassland  Monitoring Requirements
	Perennial Grassland Monitoring Requirements

	1. Completed Grazing Records – Showing livestock numbers, type of livestock, and season of use by field or other record such as HRM Grazing Record spreadsheet. 
	1. Completed Grazing Records – Showing livestock numbers, type of livestock, and season of use by field or other record such as HRM Grazing Record spreadsheet.

	2. Residual Dry Matter (RDM) measurements at the end of the grazing season. Provide landowner with the specifications so they can make their own hoop, then training them on this method.
	2. Stubble height measurements in key areas at the end of the grazing season or percent utilization, determined using the Use Class Descriptions in the NRCS Grazing Record book.

	3. Photos taken in permanent locations after livestock leave the grazing unit. 
	3. Photos taken in permanent locations after livestock leave the grazing unit. 
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