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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

562 - recreation area improvement

I. SCOPE

The work shall consist of establishing plants, selectively reducing a stands density, and/or trimming woody plants to improve an area for recreation uses at the location(s) as shown on the drawings (plans) or as staked in the field. 

II.  ESTABLISHMENT

Types and amounts of plants shall be as stated on the Tree/Shrub Establishment – 612 and Practice Requirements Sheet.  For other plants see Critical Area Planting – 342 Specification and Practice Requirements Sheet.

Balled and Burlap Preparation and Planting:

· Holes should be dug 8 to 12 inches wider than the plant ball.  Only dig the hole deep enough to place the root ball on undug soil so that when the plant is placed into the hole the top of the root ball is about two inches higher than the surrounding soil.

· Untie the burlap and spread it out to uncover approximately one-half of the root ball.  Leave the remainder of the burlap in place.  If a support stake is needed, drive it into the soil alongside the root ball.

· Backfill the hole with soil. Gently firm the soil.  Make a berm to form a watering moat or ring.  Gently water in the planet, adding more backfill if necessary.   

· Loosely tie the plant to the stake.

· Organic compost or other suitable material may be added to backfill in heavier (clayey) soils.  Add organic amendments to the backfill soil at the rate of one shovelful of organic amendment to three shovelfuls of backfill soil.  

· Enhanced subsurface drainage should be provided in areas where, hardpans, clay-pans other similar soil characteristics occur where water percolation is impeded. 

     g.
Mulch may be placed around the base of the plant to assist in retaining moisture.

Iii.  MULCHING

Mulching of plant beds or pockets with peat moss, sawdust, or another material will reduce weed growth, preserve moisture, and may decrease bulk density and improve water infiltration. 

Mulching requirements will be performed as indicated on the Mulching Specification – 484 and Performance Requirements Sheet.

Iii.  PRUNING

Pruning requirements will be performed as indicated on the Tree and Shrub Pruning Specification – 660 and Performance Requirements Sheet.

Utilize professional arborists or other appropriate specialists who are qualified to do the required work  near power poles, structures and in trees.

Remove old flowers of shrubs such as lilac, rhododendron, hibiscus, and magnolia to maintain optimum flowering for the next season.

iV.  THINNING AND/OR REMOVAL

Trees and plants shall be thinned sufficiently to spacings which meet the recreation goals of the area. 

· Remove trees, that are a hazard to users of the area.  Hazards are those that are seriously defective or in danger of windthrow or toppling over. 

· In areas of dense shade or poor air circulation remove selected trees and shrubs to decrease shade and increase air circulation. 

· Remove selected trees and shrubs to provide space for placement of trails, sanitary facilities such as toilets, picnic tables, firepits, campgrounds, etc. 

· Favor the retention of thrifty, deep-rooted trees, that are resistant to drought, abrasion and traffic damage, and other trees that have a unique appearance or are in a protected position or provide valuable wildlife habitat. 

· Remove stumps and debris and fill stump holes to the natural grade. 

V.  BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE

After the practice has been applied, an on-site inspection will be conducted to determine if the work has been completed as specified and agreed-to. 

Vi. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

At least annually, the area will be inspected to determine areas where additional treatment is necessary.  Work will be conducted as soon as practical to prevent further degradation and to insure long-term success.
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