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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

575 - animal trails and walkways

I.  SCOPE

The work shall consist of constructing animal trails and/or walkways to meet the practice purpose at the location(s).  Construction shall follow the lines and grades as shown on the drawings (plans) and/or as staked in the field. 

II.  TRAILS and WALKWAYS

The following items shall govern the construction of the trails and walkways:

· Minimum width:

1. Open grass, grass-oak:  two (2) feet for livestock and foot trails

2. Six (6) feet for small vehicles

3. Dense tree thickets or brush:  nine  (9) feet

· Maximum allowable grade:  20 percent, except for short distances where necessary to bypass dangerous areas or barriers.

· Angle of switchback turns in the trail should not exceed 135 degrees. 

· Avoid trails in canyon bottoms, washes or draws, and across historic and recent landslide areas.

· Construct cross ditches or dips, as needed, to turn water off the trail to prevent erosion. 

· Stream crossings should be located where stream reaches have a stable bottom and where flows are low and shallow.  Crossing sites that have stable, gently sloping banks are most desirable.

· Culverts, fords, or bridges shall be installed across intermittent or perennial drainageways.
· Minimum width of bridge when needed:  six (6) feet, excluding side rails.  If the bridge is to be utilized by vehicles, consult with a qualified professional engineer. 

III. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
· All work shall be done in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed, with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.
· Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held to within legal limits.
IV.   BASIS FOR ACCEPTANCE

After the trail or walkway has been completed, an on-site inspection will be conducted to determine if the practice has been applied to conform to the specifications. 
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