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A properly operated and maintained stream crossing is an asset to your farm. This structure was designed and installed to safely cross a stream with livestock, equipment or vehicles with minimum disturbance to the stream ecosystem. The estimated life span of this system is at least 10 years. The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. Additional permits may be required to perform this work.   Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.  

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

· Check all stream crossings after all major storms and at least twice per year—in spring and fall.  Remove any debris that may accumulate on or in the immediate area of the structure.

· Make sure that all culverts are functional.  Immediately remove any debris that blocks the culverts.

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization, and controlled application of herbicides when necessary. Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.

· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in the earthen sections and repair damage.

· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Replace weathered or displaced rock.
· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to the stream crossing or associated practices, e.g., fences.
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR STREAM CROSSING

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR STREAM CROSSING. 
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