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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

587D – STRUCTURE FOR WATER CONTROL
Russian River Pilot – Wind Machine
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A properly operated and maintained wind machine is an asset to your farm. This structure was designed and installed for frost protection. The estimated life span of this system is at least 10 years. The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. Additional permits may be required to perform this work.   Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.  

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization, and controlled application of herbicides when necessary. Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.

· Remove any debris that may accumulate on or in the immediate area of the structure.

· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Repair or replace rusted or damaged metal and apply paint as a protective coating.

· Check all valves, gates and other appurtenances for proper functioning. If worn or damaged, repair or replace following the manufacturer's recommendations.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any part of the structure.
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR RUSSIAN RIVER PILOT WIND MACHINE

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR  WIND MACHINE. 





































































Tower Type Wind Machines:





Wind machines are not effective for protection of crops affected by advection freezes.





Use of tower wind machine during an advection frost can cause more damage to crops than no protection (tower wind machine would be taking cold air and pushing down on crops).  





Use of tower wind machines should be evaluated when wind speed exceeds approximately 5.6 mph.  





Operation and maintenance shall follow the manufacturer’s recommendations.





Tower-less Wind Machines:





Operation and maintenance shall also follow the manufacturer’s recommendations.





Consider storage when unit is not in use.
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