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A properly operated and maintained well is an asset to the farm.  This well was designed and installed to provide beneficial use of subsurface water.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 20 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Maintain the well cover securely in place.

· Protect the area from being damaged by agriculture machinery, vehicles, or livestock.  Immediately repair any damage that does occur.
· Do not allow any foreign debris to accumulate in the immediate vicinity.

· Keep all surface water from entering or accumulating at the immediate vicinity of the well site.

· Inspect the wellhead area for excessive erosion, settlement, or cracks in the well pad that could compromise its function to reduce infiltration of contaminants in the vicinity of the well.  Repair as needed, and take appropriate corrective actions as needed to prevent further damage.

· Check metal surfaces for rust and other damage, particularly those sections in contact with earthfill and with other materials.  Repair or replace any damaged sections, and paint or apply some other protective coating/covering.
· Periodically check water levels, conduct pump tests, and test well water samples, to look for evidence of reduced well capacity caused by physical, biological, and/or mineral incrustation.  

· Establish and undertake a schedule of regular light cleaning of the casing, screen, and bottom of the well, to maintain well capacity and water quality, and forestall the need to remove the pump and rehabilitate the well.  According to Johnson Screens’ 2007 “Groundwater and Wells”, “laboratory studies and field use have demonstrated that movement or circulation of treatment fluids (usually consisting of an acid and a biodispersant) within the casing and screened zones results in dissolution of the initial deposits of mineral and bacteria.  These deposits can then be removed by pumping the fluid to a waste-holding area.”  
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR WATER WELL

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR WATER WELL.
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