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654 - ROAD/TRAIL/LANDING CLOSURE and treatment

i.  scope

This work consists of furnishing materials and installing measures to close, decommission, or abandon roads, trails and/or landings at the locations and to the lines and grades as shown on the drawings or staked in the field.  It also includes the safe disposal of all fills and the stabilization of all excavated and filled areas as a result of these operations.

II.  POLLUTION CONTROL

Erosion control and sediment control measures shall be as shown on the drawings and minimally meet the requirements of permits.
iiI.  site preparation

The areas specified for excavation and placement of spoil shall be cleared of all vegetation and organics including trees, stumps, roots, brush and other debris.  These materials shall be stockpiled for later use as mulch or hauled away as required by the plans and specifications
Excess or unused organics shall not be buried in fill areas on site.  Disposal methods shall be in accordance with state and county laws with regard to the safety of persons and property.

Site disturbance should be kept to the minimum possible.  Protect all trees in place unless flagged or marked for removal.

IV.  Drainage structure and appurtenance removal
Remove all culverts, culvert headwalls, downpipe, anchors, drop inlets and other structures as shown on the drawings and as marked in the field.  All drainage structure and appurtenance materials shall be disposed of off-site in accordance with state and county laws.

V.  excavation

Excavation shall be based on the lines and grades as shown on the drawings or staked in the field.  The limits of excavation as staked in the field or shown on the drawings are a guide to the final excavation.  The final limits of excavation shall be as approved by the NRCS Representative.

VI.  earthfill

Fill material shall come from required excavations and be free of organics, other perishable or otherwise unsuitable materials.

The fill material shall be placed on the prepared surfaces of areas designated for fill placement in approximately horizontal layers beginning at the lowest elevation for fill placement.  Fill material shall not be placed on springs or seeps, either noted on the plans or become visible during construction.
Earthfill placement (lift thickness), compaction and moisture content shall be in accordance with the required class of compaction identified in the Practice Requirements summary sheet and described below:

Class I Compaction, Compacted Fill or Slopes

a.
Maximum lift thickness shall not exceed 12 inches prior to compaction.

b.
Compaction requirement per lift is a minimum of 3 passes of the dozer tracks (D8) or equivalent over 80 percent of the entire area or an approved method of compaction.

c.
Moisture content of the fill shall be such that a ball of soil squeezed by hand maintains it’s shape.

Class II Compaction, Uncompacted Fill or Slopes.

a.
Fill shall be spread in 18 inch maximum lift thickness

b.
Minimal compaction of 1 pass of the dozer equipment over 80 percent of the area is required.

c.
No special moisture control is required.

VII.  Ripping
Ripping is a thorough decompaction of a road or landing.  This works shall consist of ripping the existing roadbed or landing surface with a shank type ripper.  Rippers will have a minimum of two shanks, and the distance between shanks will not exceed 36 inches.  A sufficient number of passes will be made to attain a maximum spacing of 2 feet between ripper shank paths.  The minimum ripping depth is 12 inches.
VIII.  FinAL Grading

Grade the finished surface to eliminate berms or depressions on the fill that can collect runoff and cause gullying or failure.  The interface between the natural slope and the recontoured fill shall be smooth and free of any ridges or depressions.
IX.  Additional stabilizing measures

Any additional required stabilizing measures such as rock riprap, grade stabilizers, drop structures or other measures shall be constructed to conform to the specifications listed on the Practice Requirements sheet and the drawings.

Any temporary measures installed to minimize erosion and sedimentation prior to or during construction shall be removed from the site prior to acceptance of the project.
X.  vegetative requirements

All disturbed areas will be re-vegetated in accordance with the requirements of Practice Specification 342, Critical Area Planting, or other applicable specifications and as shown on the drawings.

XI.    Special measures

Spread stockpiled soil and organics evenly over finished grades of disturbed areas.

XII.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion, sedimentation, air, and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property. 

The completed job shall be work​manlike and present a good appearance. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Road/landing/trail closure and treatment is an asset to your farm.  This measure was designed and installed to control erosion, restore land to a productive state, reestablishment of drainage patterns that existed prior to the construction of the road, minimize human impacts to the area and to meet safety, aesthetics, sensitive area protection or wildlife habitat requirements.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Check the area after all major storms and at least twice per year.  Immediately repair any eroded areas.

Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization, and application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.

Maintain fences to prevent unauthorized or livestock entry.

Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage the area.
Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

Other items specific to your project are listed on the "Practice Requirement" sheet.
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