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AGRONOMY TECHNICAL NOTE NO. CA- 64
190-VI

SUBJECT: ECS – A tool to document the Critical Period Method of estimating wind erosion using WEQ

Purpose:  To transmit the above named Technical Note.

Effective Date:  When received.

The Wind Erosion Equation (WEQ) is the current tool used in California to estimate wind erosion.  It can be used in two ways: 1) the Critical Period method estimates erosion based on field conditions when wind erosion potential is highest, 2) the Management Period method estimates the wind erosion by analyzing field conditions throughout the year and summing the estimates to prepare an annual estimate.  The Critical Period method has been used in California to implement HELC and will continue to be used until it is replaced with WEPS (Wind Erosion Prediction System) in the near future.   This Technical Note transmits an EXCEL spreadsheet that is useful for documenting the Critical Period method of using the WEQ.  This Technical Note should be reviewed before filing.
Filing Instructions.  File this Technical Note in the National Agronomy Manual.  Place the attached list of Agronomy Technical Notes at the front of the Technical Notes section of the Manual. 

This Technical Note also contains a supporting Excel worksheet “WEQ Critical Period Method 3-10-05 password.xls”. Install a copy of this Worksheet on appropriate Service Center computers.  It is available on the Ca - NRCS website, in Section I of the eFOTG.
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