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September 11, 2007
CALIFORNIA TECHNICAL GUIDE

450-VI

TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO.  93
SUBJECT:  Updated Resource Concerns and Resource Quality Criteria for California and supporting planning tools
Purpose:  Transmit updated resource concerns and resource quality criteria for Section III and supporting planning tools
Effective Date: When Contents are Received.

The California resource concerns and resource quality criteria used for conservation planning have been updated.  These resource concerns are organized by the Soil, Water, Air, Plants, and Animals (SWAPA), plus Human Considerations (+H) components, and reflect the addition of new concerns and measurement units from the national resource concerns and resource quality criteria.  Several assessment tools have been identified or updated to help planners assess the extent to which a resource concern exists in a particular setting or situation.  In addition, food safety has been added as a Human Consideration.
Field offices are encouraged to localize these resource concerns and quality criteria by field office or watershed area, and work with clients to develop conservation plans that address the locally significant resource concerns.  

The Resource Assessment Checklist/Checklist of Resource Problems or Conditions has been updated to reflect these changes.  Three versions of this checklist have been posted in Section III of eFOTG:
a. The first version includes the full descriptions of the resource concerns and quality criteria, including space to describe the condition at a specific site.  This is referenced as “Resource Assessment Checklist for Evaluating and Assessing Resource Quality at a Site.”

b. A second version lists each concern without the detailed descriptions.  This also includes an opportunity to describe the condition at a specific site.  This is referenced as “CA-CPA-WORKSHEET:  Checklist of Resource Problems or Conditions.”

c. The third version of the checklist is a two-page summary of the 79 resource concerns of potential significance in California.  This document is referenced as “NRCS Resource Concerns Summary.”

These documents are being filed in Section III of eFOTG and replace the Checklist of Resource Problems or Conditions found in National Planning Procedures Handbook Amendment CA2, dated February 1996.   

The final planning tool being released with this Technical Guide Notice is the Resource Management System (RMS) Planning Tool, filed in Section V of eFOTG.  This tool is an Excel spreadsheet that combines the various planning worksheets into a linked spreadsheet format. 

Filing Instructions

1. The official copy of the California State resource concerns and quality criteria, plus human considerations, and the associated resource assessment checklists are located in Section III of eFOTG.
2. If localized, field offices should file hard copies of the local resource concerns and resource quality criteria in Section III of the FOTG binders.

3. The RMS Planning Tool is filed in Section V of eFOTG.

4. California Amendment CA2 of the National Planning Procedures Handbook, dated February 1996 is cancelled and should be removed from any hard copies of the National Planning Procedures Handbook.
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