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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
430 G Street, #4164 
Davis, CA  95616-4164 
Phone (530) 792-5667  
Fax (530) 792-5793 
     
                                                                                                                         September 14, 2007 
 
 
CALIFORNIA TECHNICAL GUIDE 450-VI 
 
TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO.  94 
 
SUBJECT:  Section IV - California Conservation Practice Standards and Specifications 
 
Purpose: To cancel practices, issue revised and new California practice standards, 
specifications, practice requirements, operation and maintenance and statements of work, and 
update the Index of Conservation Practices. 
 
Effective Date: When contents are received. 
 
Explanation: Cancelled, new, and revised California Conservation Practices: 
 
Enclosed (attached electronically) are the revised California conservation documents for: 
 
Code Practice Name Std Spec PR O&M SOW 
313 Waste Storage Facility      
313C Waste Storage Facility - 

Concrete Structure 
     

327 Conservation Cover      
329 Residue and Tillage 

Management, No Till/Strip 
Till/Direct Seed 

     

330 Contour Farming      
332 Contour Buffer Strips      
340 Cover Crop      
386 Field Border      
430EE Irrigation Water 

Conveyance 
Low-pressure, Underground, 
Plastic Pipeline 

     

431 Above Ground, Multi-Outlet 
Pipeline  
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441 Irrigation System, 
Microirrigation  

     
484 Mulching      
543 Land Reclamation, 

Abandoned Mined Land 
     

544 Land Reclamation, 
Currently Mined Land 

     

550 Range Planting      
574 Spring Development       
590 Nutrient  Management      

595 Pest Management      

614 Watering Facility      

*718 Precision Pest Control 
Application (CA Interim) 

     

*723 Engine Replacement (CA 
Interim) 

     

*729 Dust Control on Unpaved 
Roads and Surfaces (CA 
Interim) 

     

901 Concrete      
 

• California Interim Practice Standards 

• 1/ Practice Requirements will be uploaded to the eFOTG in Word and will be replaced by a fillable Adobe Acrobat pdf file when 

available. 
 
 
The following California Conservation documents are being cancelled:  These documents will be 
moved to the archive section of the eFOTG. 
 

329A Residue Management, No-Till and Strip Till 
340A Cover and Green Manure Crop specification 
340B Cover Crop specification 
430 
HH 

Irrigation Water Conveyance - Rigid Gated Pipeline 

648 Wildlife Watering Facility 
 
Below is a brief explanation of the changes made to each standard. 
 
Waste Storage Facility (Code 313):  Changes were made to clarify concrete criteria to be used for 
fabricated structures. 

Waste Storage Facility- Concrete Structure Specification:  (Code 313C):  Provides clarification 
that concrete for waste storage tanks shall conform to the requirements of National Engineering 
Handbook 642, Construction Specification 31 – Concrete for Major Structures. 
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Conservation Cover (Code 327):  Significant changes were made, including expanding the 
standard to include permanent cover for wildlife habitat and permanent cover for orchards and 
vineyards.  The old version was designed for retired agricultural lands in situations such as CRP.  
The revised practice standard now provides increased options for the planner to utilize the practice 
in alternative settings. 

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed (Code 329): This practice 
replaces the old 329A.  Updated standard to comply with new national standard.  Adds air quality 
(reducing emissions of particulate matter and CO2) as a purpose.  Changes have been made to both 
criteria and formatting.  

Contour Farming (Code 330): Updated standard to comply with new national standard.  

Contour Buffer Strips (Code 332): Updated standard to comply with new national standard.  

Cover Crop (Code 340): Updated specification to meet changes in standard.  Replaces the old 
340A and 340B specifications.  

Field Border (Code 386): Updated standard to comply with new national standard.  

Irrigation Water Conveyance - Low-Pressure, Underground, Plastic Pipeline (Code 430EE):  
This specification is revised to limit the use of low head plastic irrigation pipe to projects installed 
by a licensed contractor.  Changes were also made to clearly identify the trench width. 

Above Ground, Multi-Outlet Pipeline (Code 431): This practice standard replaces the existing 
Irrigation Water Conveyance, Rigid Gated Pipeline standard (Code 430HH). It was revised to 
include lay-flat polyethylene pipe. Significant changes were also made to the definition, purpose, 
and conditions where the practice applies. 

Irrigation System, Microirrigation (Code 441): This practice standard has been significantly 
modified from the previous version. The definition and practice purposes were reworded. A purpose 
was added to address systems installed for vegetation establishment. Water quality assessment was 
changed from a consideration to a criterion. A number of criteria in the standard have been changed 
to be more consistent with current technology. Criteria has been added making a flow meter a 
requirement and specifying the type of back-flow prevention device needed.  Standard format was 
changed to reflect current standard development guidance including addition of a number of 
technical references. 

Mulching (Code 484): Standard reformatted to comply with new national standard.  No technical 
changes. 

Land Reclamation, Abandoned Mine Land (Code 543): Significant changes were made to both 
the content and format. The standard has been expanded to provide more direction in developing the 
plans and specifications and access to references. 

Land Reclamation, Currently Mined Land (Code 544): Significant changes were made to both 
the content and format. The standard has been expanded to provide more direction in developing the 
plans and specifications and access to references. 

Range Planting (550):  Received national variance to allow the use of annual species within the 
Mediterranean climate zone (see California Vegetation Guide for list of allowable species).  
Clarification of general criteria for all purposes.  Added new requirements for plans and 
specifications.  Added references which support changes to the practice and provide background for 
successful implementation. 
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Spring Development (Code 574): This practice has been significantly modified from the previous 
version. Changes have been made to both criteria and formatting.  

Nutrient Management (Code 590): Updated standard to comply with new national standard.  
There are no major changes in this standard, however, field staff should review the section on CMU 
Risk Assessment and the Plans and Specifications section. 

Pest Management (Code 595): Updated standard to revise air quality considerations and T&E 
species considerations.  

Watering Facility (Code 614): This practice has been revised to address both livestock and 
wildlife. Significant changes have been made to the previous standard.  

Precision Pest Control Application (Code 718):  New California Interim Practice standard with 
air quality and water quality purposes.  

Engine Replacement (Code 723):  New California Interim Practice standard with air quality 
purposes.  

Dust Control on Unpaved Roads and Surfaces (Code 729):  New California Interim Practice 
standard with air quality purposes.  

Concrete Specification (901):  This specification has been revised to clearly state the required 
concrete strength. 

The California eFOTG, located on the web at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/ and in 
my.nrcs at https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/default.aspx, is being updated to reflect these changes to 
Section IV. 

 
Optional Filing Instructions 

 
Replace the “Index of Conservation Practice Standards and Specifications Index – Alphabetical 
Index” contents, pages 1-10, dated April 3, 2007, with the new “Index of Conservation Practice 
Standards and Specifications Index – Alphabetical Index” contents, pages 1-10, dated September 
14, 2007. 
 
Replace “Index of Conservation Practice Standards and Specifications Index – Numerical Index” 
contents, pages 1-10, dated April 3, 2007, with the new “Index of Conservation Practice Standards 
and Specifications Index – Numerical Index” contents, pages 1-10, dated September 14, 2007. 
 
Remove the old practice Standards, Specifications, Practice Requirements, O&M Plans, and 
Statements of Work, and insert the new practice Standards, Specifications, Practice Requirements, 
O&M Plans and Statements of Work issued above. 
 

 
 

DIANE B. HOLCOMB 
State Resource Conservationist 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  (electronic) 
DIST:  O 
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