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COVER CROP (340) IN ORGANIC SYSTEMS 

 
 

The attached guide, Cover Crop (340) in Organic Systems, is designed to provide assistance to 
conservation planners when planning and implementing Cover Cropping (340) on organic fields.  
It is not intended to replace or contradict existing practice-specific documents, but should be 
used to supplement them.  Purposes for cover cropping will the same on organic and non-organic 
fields.  However, because management options on organic fields can be limited, cover cropping 
is often a necessary component for nutrient management, pest suppression, and soil health 
improvement.  Most of the information in the guide can also be useful in non-organic systems.  
Included is an extensive reference list of sources of information and cover crop materials.   
 
The guide was authored by Rex Dufour, (National Center for Appropriate Technology NCAT); 
Sarah Brown, Ben Bowell and Carrie Sendak (Oregon Tilth); Mace Vaughan and Eric Mader 
(Xerces Society). 

 

Established as a CA Technical Note by: Dennis Chessman, State Agronomist, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Davis, California. 


