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Cover Crop Chart: Common Cover Crops in California 
 
The California Cover Crop Chart is designed to give NRCS planners a relatively easy-to-access 
resource that provides an overview of commonly used California cover crop species.  It is not 
intended to be a replacement for, or duplication of eVegGuide, but is offered as a planning aid 
that compliments the details in eVegGuide.  The Cover Crop Chart includes information that is 
not included in eVegGuide and that may be helpful to the planner such as growth form, relative 
drought and salinity tolerance, establishment and management concerns and considerations, the 
primary and associated benefits, and external sources for additional species information. The 
Cover Crop Chart can be used as a “first step” in the cover crop planning process to help identify 
species that may meet the goals of the grower, and work within the constraints of the system.    
 
Not all species and varieties that can be useful as cover crops in California are included, but only 
those that are most commonly used across the state.  Also, not all species included in the Chart 
can be grown equally well in all parts of the state.  The two primary constraints on growth are 
temperature and moisture.  The figure on page 1 provides the approximate locations where cold 
temperature (‘blue’) or lack of moisture (‘yellow dots’) are particularly severe and will likely 
limit growth of some species. Planting dates may need to be modified in colder areas, and 
supplemental irrigation may be required in drier areas. 
 
Another consideration when selecting cover crops is potential for invasiveness, and whether the 
species may serve as a crop pest host. The information in the Cover Crop Chart should not be 
used prescriptively to replace planner discretion. Each farm and field are unique and should be 
planned accordingly. NRCS California has determined that eVegGuide is the authoritative source 
of information when planning and implementing any vegetative conservation practice in the 
state, and the planner should defer to it if there is a discrepancy with the Cover Crop Chart, and 
for details such as seeding rate. 
 
The Cover Crop Chart is filed with this Technical Note in the eFOTG > Section I > Technical 
Notes > Agronomy 
 
 
*The concept and format for the California Cover Crop Chart is taken directly from the cover 
crop chart created by Mark Liebig, Holly Johnson and others at USDA-ARS in Mandan, ND 
(http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=20323). 

 

Prepared by Dennis Chessman, State Agronomist, Ecological Sciences; Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Davis, California. 
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