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FOREST WILDLIFE 

The Forest Stewardship Series publication, “Forest Wildlife” provides useful information to 
forest landowners and planners about forest wildlife relationships and functions, habitat 
structures, and elements.  It explains how to maintain or enhance wildlife in the forests. 

Readers will improve their: 

• Knowledge of the basic needs of wildlife for cover, food, water shelter and living space 
• Ability to identify common forest wildlife and their habitat requirements 
• Ability to predict the effects of human and natural disturbance on wildlife 
• Understanding of the effects of human residential living in the forest with wildlife 
• Comprehend the legal status and special needs of threatened and endangered wildlife 

species 

Once planners and cooperators increase their knowledge, understanding and comprehension of 
those factors related to wildlife in forests effected by human activities, planners will have 
enhanced abilities to plan, design and assist clients in management of forestlands for wildlife use  

Forest Stewardship is a joint project of the CALFIRE, Placer County Resource Conservation 
District (RCD), UC Cooperative Extension (UCCE) and USDA Forest Service (USFS) to 
provide information on the stewardship of private forestlands in California. Ecologists and 
specialists for UCCE and InfoWright authored this publication. This Forest Stewardship 
publications is one of several publications released by ANR to inform landowners, foresters and 
other planners when planning for management to address fuels management while considering 
needs of wildlife on their properties.  

Articles within the Stewardship Newsletter start with short summaries of the classes of species 
living within California forests. Forest wildlife habitat relationships begin with the specific 
wildlife species being associated with forest plant communities because of the habitat 
components provided in these communities. Those habitat components provide food, water, 
cover, and space, including essential habitat elements required to successful reproduce future 
generations.  Natural and human disturbance occurrences and their impacts those habitat 
components and effects on forest wildlife is briefly discussed.  Concise descriptions of the 
dominant forest types are described along with photos. Finally, those most important habitat 
elements are listed followed recommended simple ways to enhance wildlife habitat in forest 
landscapes. 
 


