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                December 21, 2012 
CULTURAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL NOTE NO. CA-02 
190-VI 
 
SUBJECT:   ECS – CULTURAL RESOURCES – Edible Seeds and Grain of California Tribes 
and the Klamath Tribe of Oregon 
 
Purpose: Transmit the above named Technical Note  
 
Effective Date: When contents are received.  
 
Attached is a PDF of the final report entitled, “Edible Seeds and Grains of California Tribes and 
the Klamath Tribe of Oregon in the Phoebe Apperson Hearst Museum of Anthropology 
Collections, University of California Berkeley.”  The report is also available for viewing and 
downloading at the web link: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/plantsanimals/plants/techpub/?cid=stelprdb104
5246 
 
These are the results of collaboration between the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the 
Phoebe Apperson Hearst Museum of Anthropology (PAHMA) and the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture (CDFA) to identify edible seeds collected by anthropologists who visited 
California and Oregon Indian families between 1902 and 1975 and accessioned them at the 
PAHMA.  One hundred thirty-seven seed specimens (each specimen containing a small handful 
of seeds) were borrowed with permission from the PAHMA and delivered to the CDFA for 
identification.  CDFA spent many hours identifying the seeds in each accession and the 
identification reports appear as an appendix at the back.  The report is organized by plant family 
and each seed accession was photographed and we thought that it would be good to place a photo 
of the actual plant near the seed photo so that the reader sees what the plant looks like.  
 
The hope is that a more complete record of traditional foods can provide a greater diversity of 
native plants to select from in bringing back native food systems.  
 
Kat Anderson      Reina Rogers 
Ethnoecologist     American Indian Liaison 
National Plants Data Team    NRCS, CA 
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