
[bookmark: _GoBack]EQIP Program, Low Intensity IWM
Summary of What You’d Need to Do
Low Intensity IWM is intended to introduce you to equipment or methods you can use to gather new information used to fine tune irrigation decisions.  Specifically, how much water your crop actually uses between irrigation events.  For your part, you would agree to:
· [image: Victor Wakimoto discusses new filtration system with Kingman NRCS District Conservationist, Alan McBee.]By __date______, contact the NRCS to meet with knowledgeable staff and develop a written plan for how you will determine how much water your crop uses throughout the season.  
· [image: ]Purchase, install and learn how to use soil moisture monitoring equipment or begin using other agreed-to method of tracking soil moisture and/or crop water use.  You’ll need to have any agreed upon monitoring equipment in place and functional, and have at least a basic understanding of how to use it by the start of the growing season.  As with any new technology or way of doing things, be prepared to problem solve technical issues that will arise.
· [image: ]Two or three times per week, read soil moisture devices or check other planned sources of crop water use data.  Record data and continue to problem solve technical issues.
· Record all irrigation dates.
· Mid-season and post-harvest, contact the NRCS to meet with staff, provide a copy of irrigation records and discuss findings and conclusions.


EQIP Program, Medium Intensity IWM
Summary of What You’d Need to Do
[image: ]Medium Intensity IWM is intended to introduce you to equipment or methods you can use to gather new information to fine tune irrigation decisions. In addition, you’ll measure how much water you apply in each irrigation event, as well as agree to irrigate when the soil reaches target dryness or accumulated crop water use.  For your part, you would agree to: 
· Install or already have an appropriately installed flow meter or method to accurately measure water applications to the field.
· [image: Victor Wakimoto discusses new filtration system with Kingman NRCS District Conservationist, Alan McBee.]By ___date__, contact the NRCS to meet with knowledgeable staff and develop a written plan for how you will measure water, monitor soil moisture or your crop use, and determine when to irrigate.  Plan will include lines of communication between you, NRCS, consultant and your irrigator.
· [image: ]Purchase, install and learn how to use soil moisture monitoring equipment or begin using other agreed-to method of tracking crop water use.  You’ll need to have everything in place with at least a basic understanding of how to use it by the start of the growing season.  As with any new technology or way of doing things be prepared to problem solve technical issues that will arise.
· Two or three times per week, read soil moisture devices or check other planned sources of crop water use data.  Record data and continue to problem solve technical issues. 
· [image: ]Establish target soil moisture (dryness) or crop water use values. (e.g. determine how dry you will allow the soil to become before irrigation)
· Considering other farming constraints, communicate with, train and enable your irrigator to start irrigations when target soil moisture (dryness) or crop water use is reached. 
· [image: Agricultural Labor Management]Record all irrigation dates and amounts applied.
· [image: ]Mid-season and post-harvest, contact the NRCS to meet with staff expert, provide a copy of irrigation records and discuss findings and conclusions. 



EQIP Program, High Intensity IWM
Summary of What You’d Need to Do
[image: ]High Intensity IWM is intended to introduce you to equipment or methods you can use to gather new information for you to use to fine tune irrigation decisions. In addition, you’ll measure how much water you apply and irrigate when the soil reaches target dryness or accumulated crop water use.  Then you’ll calculate and apply the amount of water needed to meet the current crop need.  For your part, you would agree to:
· Install or already have an appropriately installed flow meter or method to accurately measure water applications to the field.
· [image: Victor Wakimoto discusses new filtration system with Kingman NRCS District Conservationist, Alan McBee.]By ___date___, contact the NRCS to meet with knowledgeable staff and develop a written plan for how you will measure water, monitor soil moisture or your crop use,  determine when to irrigate and how much to apply.  Plan will include lines of communication between you, NRCS, and if relevant in your management structure, your consultant and your irrigator.
· [image: ]Purchase, install and learn how to use soil moisture monitoring equipment or begin using other agreed-to method of tracking crop water use.  You’ll need to have everything in place with at least a basic understanding of how to use it by the start of the growing season.  As with any new technology or way of doing things be prepared to problem solve technical issues that will arise.
· [image: ]Two or three times per week, read soil moisture devices or check other planned sources of crop water use data.  Record data and continue to problem solve technical issues.
· Establish target soil moisture (dryness) or crop water use values to help decide when to irrigate. 
· Calculate the amount of water or system run time to apply the amount of water needed to replace water used by the crop. 
· [image: Agricultural Labor Management]Considering other farming constraints, communicate with, train and enable your irrigator to start irrigations when target soil moisture (dryness) or crop water use is reached and to end irrigations when the desired amount has been applied.
· Record all irrigation dates and amounts applied.
· [image: ]Mid-season and post-harvest, contact the NRCS to meet with staff, provide a copy of irrigation records and discuss findings and conclusions. 
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