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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS


A properly operated and maintained lined waterway or outlet is an asset to the farm.  This lining facility was designed and installed to provide erosion protection for the waterway or outlet.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Inspect lined waterways regularly especially following heavy rains.  Damage areas shall be repaired immediately.  
· Remove any blockage (sediments, debris, foreign material etc.) that restrict flow capacity.
· Maintain all concrete work, rock riprap, grouted rock, or precast stone sections for accelerated weathering and displacement.  Replace to original grades and cross-section as necessary.  
· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.  

· Maintain adequate drainage of foundations.

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetation on disturbed areas.  Re-seed and fertilize as necessary to maintain stand and growth.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height and enhance wildlife values, but must be conducted to avoid peak nesting seasons and reduced winter cover..

·  Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.  

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Remove woody vegetation from areas adjacent to lining,

· Avoid crossings of heavy equipment or vehicles except at designated areas.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Lined Waterway project.
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