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        NRCS Forage Harvest Management 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation Practice Job Sheet 511 
 

Cooperator  ________________________________________  Tract/Field number  ________________ 

Field Office/Planner  _____________________________________________ Date  ________________ 
 
Purpose (check all that apply) 

 Optimize yield and quality of forage at the 
desired levels  Use forage plant biomass as a soil nutrient 

uptake tool 

 Promote vigorous plant re-growth  Manage for the desired species composition 

 Maintain stand life  Control insects, diseases and weeds 

 Maintain and/or improve wildlife habitat   

 

Current Species Composition 

 
 

Desired Species Composition 

 
 

Harvest Timing, or Stage of Growth 

 
 

Harvest Moisture Content 

 
 

Harvest Length of Cut 

 
 

Harvest Minimum Cutting Height 

 
 

Soil Amendments and Fertilization - See attached Nutrient Management 590 Job Sheet 

Disease/Insect/Weed Management - See attached Pest Management 595 Job Sheet 

Wildlife Management - See attached Wildlife Habitat Management Guide - Hayland 
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Operation and Maintenance 
1. Before forage harvest, clear fields of debris that could damage machinery or if ingested by livestock, 

lead to sickness (for example, hardware disease) or death. 
2. Operate all forage harvesting equipment at the optimum settings and speeds to minimize loss of 

leaves. 
3. Set shear-plate on forage chopper to the proper theoretical cut for the harvested crop.  Keep knives 

well sharpened.  Do not use re-cutters or screens unless forage moisture levels fall below 
recommended levels for optimum chopping action. 

4. Regardless of silage/haylage storage method, ensure good compaction and an airtight seal to 
exclude oxygen and mold formation. 

 

Additional Requirements 
 

 

Signatures 

I understand the 511 management recommendations including the Operation and Maintenance requirements, and 
agree to implement this plan as written. 

 

Cooperator  __________________________________________________  Date  _______________________ 

This plan meets 511 Standard criteria, is consistent with applicable Federal, State and local laws and regulations 
and adequately addresses the stated forage management concern(s). 
 

Planner  _____________________________________________________   Date  _______________________ 

Application of this practice is complete, and the installation meets 511 Standard criteria. 

 

Certifying Official  _____________________________________________  Date  _______________________ 
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