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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS

A properly operated and maintained access road is an asset to the ranch or farm. The access road was designed and installed as a travelway for equipment, vehicles and animals. Estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of the structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

· Maintain the road surface in good condition. Fill low areas in travel treads and re-grade, as needed, to maintain road cross section.  Repair or replace surfacing materials as needed.
· Inspect culverts, bridges, roadside ditches, water bars and outlets after each major runoff event and restore flow capacity as needed.  Ensure proper cross section is available and outlets are stable.
· To maintain erosion protection, select chemicals for snow and ice removal that minimize adverse effects on vegetation.

· Maintain vegetated areas in adequate cover to meet the intended purpose(s).  Limit livestock use to periods that permit usage without physical damage to the road surface, road shoulders, and excavated or embankment side slopes.

· Select dust control measures as needed to limit particulate matter emissions.

·  Maintain fences as necessary for animal exclusion and safety.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.

Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Access Road.

NRCS, CO
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NRCS, CO
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