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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS
A properly operated and maintained heavy use area protection project is an asset to the farm.  This project was designed and installed to stabilize areas frequently used by people, animals or vehicles and is intended to protect water quality, air quality, reduce soil erosion and improve aesthetics and or livestock health..  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Maintain road and pathway surfaces in good condition, which includes periodic grading and addition of surface material when necessary.  Prevent surface ponding by localized grading or addition of surface materials to remove depressions.  Road base-course rock may be required to stabilize the road foundation.  If so, remove unstable materials and rebuild travel way.
· Perform inspections annually and after significant rainfall events. 
· Promptly repair or replace damaged components especially surfaces that are subjected to wear or erosion.
· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in paved or concrete surfaces.

· Remove debris from road and pathway surfaces, adjoining land areas, ditches and drainage facilities.

· For livestock heavy use areas, remove manure on regularly scheduled intervals and apply to cropland at specified rates according to nutrient management plan.

· Maintain good vegetative cover, mulches, and other covering installed for erosion protection.  Perform periodic mowing, fertilization, and control weedy vegetation.  Restrict use as needed to protect the stand and to allow vegetative recovery.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Heavy Use Area Protection project.
NRCS, CO

October 2015
NRCS, CO

October 2015
NRCS, CO

May 2005


