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Natural resources conservation service
construction sPECIFICATION

566 – Recreation Land Grading and Shaping

I.  Scope 

The work shall consist of exca​vating and placing earth materi​als to achieve the designed eleva​tions as shown on the drawings, or as staked in the field.  

II.  Site Preparation 

The land area to be shaped shall be cleared of all undesirable materials such as grass, shrubs, trees, stumps, and large stones that can materially reduce the effectiveness of grading operations.  The cleared material shall be disposed of at locations as shown on the plans or hauled to approved disposal locations. 

III.  Borrow Location 

Soils for the grading operations shall be obtained from the designated cut areas in the field or from other designated borrow areas as specified in the plan.  Excess borrow material will be disposed at locations as shown on the plans or hauled to approved disposal locations.

IV.  Grading Operations 

The land shall be leveled to the designed grade or grades.  Fills of more than 6 inches shall be built up by spreading the soil in successive 6-inch layers or less; and compacting all but the top layer by two passes of the tire or track of the vehicle placing the soil.  Grading operations shall not be performed when the ground is frozen or if soil moisture conditions will excessively damage soil structure that could result in poor vegetative growth or detrimental settlement.

The soil shall have sufficient moisture to prevent objectionable wind erosion and be sufficiently dry to prevent excessive compaction.

The fill material shall be free of objectionable materials such as grass, shrubs, trees, stumps, and cobbles).

After cuts and fills are com​pleted, the land shall be smoothed to remove minor irregularities.

V.  Finished grade

All grading and shaping operations shall be finished to the neat lines and grades as shown on the plans.  Finished grades shall not vary more than 0.2 feet above or below design grade. 

When specified, the soil in the shaped area shall be loosened by disking, chiseling, or subsoiling to improve water and root penetration and aeration.

When specified, organic material shall be added to the soil to improve infiltration, aeration, and tilth.

VI.  Special Features

Scenic assets such as trees, picturesque rocks, etc., that do not interfere with the planned use shall be preserved.

Special attention will be given to saving and maintaining key trees and other vegetation that has scenic value, provides shade, reduces runoff, provide den and food for wildlife or that adds to the aesthetics of the area.

Special features to control erosion and handle increased runoff will be incorporated as required.

Safety features considering use to be made of the area will be planned for.

Measures and construction methods that enhance fish and wildlife value shall be incorporated as needed and practical.

VII.  Construction Operations 

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.  

The completed job shall present a good ap​pearance, in accordance with this specification.
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