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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS 

Properly operated and maintained spoil spreading area is an asset to the farm.  The spoil spreading area was designed to use surplus excavated materials by grading and shaping the land surface for improved beneficial use.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Inspect spoil disposal areas within six months after spreading and periodically thereafter.  Fill or repair any excessive rills or gullies.  Reestablish vegetation as necessary on the repaired areas.
· Maintain land surfaces in good condition, which includes replacement or addition of surface material when necessary.  Prevent surface ponding by localized grading or addition of surface materials to remove depressions.  Replace protective vegetation as soon as possible.

· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilization, and application of herbicides when necessary.  Control undesirable species and/or noxious weeds as necessary.  Periodic mowing or short term grazing may also be needed to control height.  
· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 




































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Spoil Spreading project.
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