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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS

A properly operated and maintained spring development is an asset to the farm.  This project was designed and installed to obtain and improve the distribution of water for livestock and/or wildlife purposes.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and operational tasks to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Maintain all fences in good condition to exclude livestock from collection and storage area.

· Check all above ground connections, valves, inlets and outlets to make sure they are functioning properly.

·  Maintain covers and seals to prevent insects and rodents from contact with the water.

· Maintain all screens and filters in good working condition, replaced if damaged.  

· Protect system and components to prevent damage by freezing.

· Precaution and care is needed to prevent herbicides, insecticides and other pollutants from contamination of the water source.  
· Limit the use of fertilizer in the spring development’s watershed area.

· Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control growth.

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Spring Development.
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