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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS 

Properly operated and maintained recreation trails and walkways are an asset to the area.  Trails and walkways were designed and installed as a travel way for animals, personnel and small maintenance vehicles.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· A schedule for regular inspections at least annually and after significant runoff events.  Include all drainage structures, trail and walkway surfaces, vegetation, fencing, bridges, elevated walkways, and safety features as appropriate.
· For bridges and elevated walkways that are open or accessible to the public, conduct inspections in accordance with AASHTO Guide Manual for Bridge Element Inspection.

· Remove debris, sediment, and manure accumulations from trails and pathway surfaces, adjoining land areas, drainage ditches, drop inlets, culverts, bridges, waterways and storm water outlets.   Maintain drainage facility capacities.

· Repair of eroded areas or damaged surfacing as soon as possible.  Install additional erosion control measures or vegetation, as needed, to stabilize any eroded areas.

· Periodic grading and shaping to maintain design grades and dimensions.

· Application of dust control measures, as needed.

· Repair of fencing and other safety or control features as required.

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, and damage to trail and walkway surfaces, earthfills, side slopes, drainage facilities, water ways and storm water outlets or other appurtenances.

· Maintain good vegetative cover, mulches, and other covering installed for erosion protection.  Maintain good vegetative cover on all slopes and water courses.  This includes reseeding, fertilization, and application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing or short term grazing may also be needed to control height.
· For multiple adjacent vegetated animal trails, include a rotation plan to allow for recovery of vegetation and for improvement of traffic-supporting conditions.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Recreation Trail and Walkway. 
NRCS, CO

October 2015
NRCS, CO

October 2015
NRCS, CA

September 2003

