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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

575 – trailS and walkwayS
I.  Scope

The work shall consist of constructing a trail or walkway to the lines, grades, and cross section as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.  All signs, culverts, bridges, turnouts, hand and guard rails, safety fences, and grade dips shall be installed as shown on the plans.

II.  Site Preparation

All trees, shrubs, and fallen timber, and other undesirable material shall be removed from the cleared trailway for a minimum distance of 4 feet on each side the trail centerline except that a distance of 2 feet on each side of the centerline will suffice for footpaths.  Stumps shall be cut close to the ground.  All protruding limbs shall be removed for a distance of 4 feet from each side of the trail centerline and to a height of 10 feet if other than foot traffic is expected.   

All combustible material from clearing shall be burned, buried, or piled in designated disposal areas or hauled to approved disposal locations.  Burning shall be per​formed according to local regulations.

All undesirable material such as stumps and large stones shall be removed from the tread area of the trail.  This material will be disposed in designated areas or hauled to approved disposal locations.

The tread area of trails having undesirable material such as soil high in organic matter shall be stabilized by (1) removal of undesirable material and replaced with stable materials, or (2) addition of sufficient stable material, such as soil, gravel, or corduroy.

III.  Cuts and Fills

All excavation shall be made to the cut slopes and grades.  Suitable materials from excav​ation are to be used in earthfill.  The earthfill material shall be placed in layers not to exceed 8 inches and compacted to same density as the undisturbed materials.  Should the fill material be either too wet or too dry, the moisture shall be adjusted by allowing the material to dry or by adding water so that the fill material has the proper moisture content.

Prior to placing any earthfill, all unsuitable material shall be removed and the surface com​pacted.

IV.  Surfacing

If specified, after completion of cuts and fills, the trail surface shall be graded smooth, culverts and/or water crossings installed and then surfaced with appropriate materials.

V.  Structures for Water Control

Culverts of sizes and lengths specified shall be placed at the locations and grades as shown on the drawings. 

VI.  Vegetative Cover

If specified, a protective cover of vegetation shall be established on the disturbed area.  The planting of vegetative materials shall con​form to the requirements of Practice Specification 342, Critical Area Planting.

VII.  Special Measures

Measures and construction methods shall be incorporated as needed and practical that enhances fish and wildlife values.  Special attention shall be given to saving and maintaining key shade trees and other vegetation that has scenic value, provides shade, reduces erosion and runoff, provides den and food for wildlife or that adds to the aesthetics of the area.

VIII.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance
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