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Natural resources conservation service
construction sPECIFICATION

582 – Open Channel

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of con​structing an open channel to the lines, grades, elevations and cross-sections as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.  

II.  Site Preparation

All trees, brush, stumps, weeds, and other objectionable material that will interfere with the construction and proper functioning of the channel shall be removed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner.

All combustible material residue from clearing shall be burned, buried, or piled in designated disposal areas.  Burning shall be per​formed according to local regulations.
III.  Placement of Earthfill

Earthfill embankments shall be constructed to the neat lines, grades, and cross section shown on the plans and established at the field location.  

Embankment materials shall be free of brush, roots, sod, large rocks, or other material not suitable for making compacted fills.  The moisture content and methods of placing and compacting the material shall be of such that a firm, stable embankment results.  Below the design water surface elevation, fill material shall be placed in horizontal lifts of such thickness that proper compaction and prescribed densities are obtained.  Each lift shall not exceed 8 inches before compaction.
IV.  Excavation

Excavation shall be to the neat lines and grades shown on the plans and established at the field location.  Suitable excavated materials shall be used in fills and other excavated materials shall be dis​posed of in designated spoil ar​eas. 


V.  Spoil

Spoil material shall be placed in a manner to maintain the stability of the streambanks and with consideration of the existing and future land use of the adjacent area.  Spoil removed from any channel excavation shall be wasted so that it will not interfere with flood flows. Spoil banks shall be graded and smoothed to accommodate vegetative planting. 

VI.  Installation of Structures

Structures are to be constructed of the materials and in accor​dance with the lines, elevations, and grades shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.  Structures other than concrete shall be installed in accor​dance with the manufac​turer's recom​mendations or as specified in at​tached special specifica​tions.  

VII.  Vegetative Cover

Unless otherwise specified, a protec​tive cover of vegetation shall be established on the dis​turbed area.  

The planting of vegetative mate​rials shall conform to the re​quirements of Conservation Practice Standard 322, Channel Vegetation.

ViiI.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that ero​sion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within le​gal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construc​tion being performed with due re​gards to the safety of all per​sons and property.

The completed job shall be work​manlike and present a good ap​pearance.
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