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OVERVIEW
A properly operated and maintained stable stream channel is an asset to your farm.  The measures installed on your stream channel were designed to stabilize an eroding channel.  The estimated life span of this system is at least 10 years.  The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an effective operation and maintenance program.    
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
An effective operation and maintenance program includes:
· Visual inspection of the work following every major storm flow and annually after peak spring runoff. 
· Check all rock, wood, and structures for accelerated weathering, displacement, or significant changes since the original construction.  Replace to original grades if necessary.
· Inspect vegetation and plantings more frequently during the first year after construction completion. During the first part of the growing season, you should check the vegetation every week or two. Maintaining good bank vegetation is important to the success of the project.
· You are encouraged to take photographs during your inspections as a record of the condition of the installed work. Photos are also helpful to share with NRCS personnel so they can provide repair recommendations, if necessary.
· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetation.  This includes reseeding, watering, weeding by hand, replanting, mulching, and removal of invasive plants when necessary.
· Maintain open channel vegetation for flow efficiency, erosion control, fish and wildlife habitat and aesthetics.
· Maintain improvements provided for fish and wildlife habitat, and riparian vegetation. 
· Repair or replace bank protection materials displaced by erosion, animals, vehicles, settlement, and vandalism.
· Maintain grade control structures necessary for stream bottom and bank stability.
· Periodically remove sediment bars that may damage bank protection, reduce channel capacity, or damage stream channel stability.  Sediment removal must consider wetland regulation, fill and removal permit regulation, fish habitat needs, and period of the year work can be performed.
· Maintain travel-ways that provide access for operation and maintenance.  
· Maintain installed fences to control access.  Maintain safety measures for protection of people and animals. You are highly encouraged to limit livestock access to streambanks, especially until vegetation, trees, and shrubs are established.
· We recommend that you DO NOT mow or use fertilizer within 35 feet of the edge of normal water flow, or as otherwise dictated by local, county, state, or federal requirements.
· If your permits require follow-up monitoring, ensure that you comply with those requirements.

Specific Recommendations for Your Installation:
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For assistance, contact your local NRCS Office at:
USDA Service Center					Telephone Number: ___________________
Address:_______________________________		Email:______________________________

City, State, Zip:__________________________
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