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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS 

A properly operated and maintained terrace is an asset to the farm.  The terrace system was designed and installed to adequately protect the field(s) from excessive erosion.   The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Perform periodic inspections, especially immediately following significant runoff events.

·  Prompt repair or replacement of damage components.

· Maintain terrace ridge height, channel profile, terrace cross-sections, and outlet elevations.  Periodic plowing operations may be needed.

· Removal of accumulated sediment in the terraces channel to maintain terrace capacity and grade.  

· Regular cleaning of inlets for underground outlets.  Repair or replacement of inlets damaged by farm equipment.  Removal of sediment around inlets to ensure that the inlet remains the lowest spot in the terrace channel.  

· Where vegetation is specified, seasonal mowing and control of trees and brush, reseeding and fertilizing is recommended.
· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage to the system.
· Be safety conscious of the hazards of farming near steep slope terraces.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Terrace system.

NRCS, CO
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NRCS, CO

October 2015
NRCS, CA
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