S-607-1

Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

607 – surface Drain, field ditch

1.  Scope

The work shall consist of excavation, shaping, and disposing of the spoil as necessary for the construction of surface drainage field ditches to the depths, grades, and cross sections as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field. 

II.  SITE PREPARATION

All trees, brush, stumps, and other objectionable material that will interfere with construction or proper functioning of the field ditch shall be removed and disposed of in an environmentally sound manner by burning, burying, or removing from the field area.

III. Excavation 

Excavation shall be as close as possible to lines, grades, and cross sections as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.  Ditches shall be excavated to a reasonably smooth surface. Surplus and unsuitable materials shall be placed at locations shown on the plans or approved by the owner. There shall be no reversals in slope that will create ponding.

IV.  Disposal of Excavated Material.

Excavated material shall be deposited along one or both sides of the ditch, spread and leveled so that surface water can flow into the ditch, or disposed of in the manner and location shown on the drawings or as specified by the property owner.

Construction activities and spoil placement shall be carried on in a manner that will not restrict flow of surface water into the ditch.

V.  Structures

Structures shall be constructed at the locations, grades, elevations and of the materials shown on the drawings.

VI.  Vegetative Cover

During or immediately following construction the areas to be vegetated shall be prepared, fertilized, seeded, and mulched.  The planting of vegetative materials shall conform to the requirements of Practice Specification 342, Critical Area Planting. 

VII.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property. Care shall be taken to avoid excessive compaction of areas to be vegetated or cropped by unnecessary travel of the construction equipment.

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. 
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