S-608-2

S-608-1


Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

608 - surface drain, main or lateral

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of excavating, shaping, and disposing of the spoil material as necessary for the construction of the surface drainage ditches as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field. 

II.  Clearing

The surface area of the ditch shall be cleared of all trees, brush, weeds, sod, loose rocks and other undesirable materials.  

Clearing and disposal methods shall be in accordance with applicable federal, state, and county laws with due regard to the safety of persons and property. 

III.  Excavation

Excavation shall be to the lines, grades, and cross section shown on the drawing and/or as staked in the field.  The excavated surface shall be graded and smooth.  Construction activities shall be carried on in a manner that will not restrict flow from upstream channels.  There shall be no reversal in slope that will create ponding. 

IV.  Spoil

Excavated material from the channel shall be disposed of in the locations shown on the drawings or as specified by the landowner or his representative.  Berms shall be of the width and shape as shown on the drawings 

V.  Vegetative Cover

Unless otherwise specified, immediately following construction the areas to be vegetated shall be prepared, fertilized, seeded, and mulched in accordance to the requirements of Practice Specification 322, Channel Bank Vegetation or the vegetative requirements as specified on the drawings.  

VI.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.  Equipment and methods used in construction shall be in accordance with the US Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

Care shall be taken to avoid excessive compaction of areas to be vegetated or cropped by unnecessary travel of the construction equipment.  The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. 
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