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OVERVIEW

Waste utilization can provide economic and resource benefits if applied properly which are assets to the farm.  Proper waste utilization requires certain operational procedures to be followed and evaluated on an annual basis.
OPERATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LAND APPLICATION OF ORGANIC WASTES
· Waste application methods and rates should be in accordance with a site specific nutrient management plan prepared for the operation.  The application rate should be monitored and adjusted as needed based on analysis of soils, plant tissues and the waste product being applied.
· Waste application methods and timing should be selected in consideration for minimizing the opportunity for producing nuisance odors.

· Wastes should be land applied only during periods of crop growth.  If waste must be applied during other periods, use soil test data to determine amounts and apply wastes at the minimum application rates on buffered areas.

· Wastes are to be applied to plants in a manner that will cover no more than 25 percent of the leaf surface with solids, unless clean water applications are planned immediately after wastes are applied.  For pasture/hayland it is best to apply waste immediately after harvesting forage by haying or grazing.

· Apply wastes at least 100 feet from open water courses identified on the plan map. For applications during October to May apply waste at least 200 feet from open water courses identified on the plan map.

· Wastes shall not be applied to fields with frozen or snow covered soil conditions unless provisions are made to control runoff.

· Waste shall not be applied to fields with flooded or saturated soil conditions.
Specific Recommendations for Your Installation:



To obtain more assistance, contact your local NRCS Office at:


USDA Service Center					Telephone Number:
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