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OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS

A properly operated and maintained Water and Sediment Control Basin is an asset to your farm.  This sediment basin was designed and installed to remove, collect and provide temporary storage of sediment and water. The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.  

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Periodic inspections, especially immediately following significant runoff events.

· Prompt repair or replacement of damaged components.

· Maintenance of basin ridge height and outlet elevations.

· Periodic removal of sediment and debris that has accumulated in the basin to maintain capacity and grade and the effectiveness of this installation. The cleanout intervals may vary depending upon the volume of sediment that has accumulated. As a general rule the basin will lose its effectiveness when about 50 percent of the design volume is filled with sediment.

· Regular cleaning of inlets for underground outlets.  Repair or replacement of inlets damaged by farm equipment.  Removal of sediment around inlets to ensure that the inlet remains the lowest spot in the basin.  
· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system.  The screens and/or rodent guards shall also be kept in place.

· Erosion, settlement or cracks in earthen sections must be investigated (to determine the cause) and repaired.

· Periodically inspect the spillways and control gates for proper functioning for their ability to maintain the water level to design elevations.  Immediately remove any blockage or obstructions in spillways.

· Where vegetation is specified, regular mowing and control of trees and brush. Vegetative disturbance should be scheduled to avoid the peak nesting season.  .  
· If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized or livestock entry.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets or other appurtenance.

· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Repair or replace rusted or damaged metal and apply paint as a protective coating.

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover.

Specific Recommendations for Your Installation 














































































































































































































































































































































































































Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your Water and Sediment Control Basin.
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