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Residue Cover as Affected by Tillage 

 
This Technical Note originally transmitted as a hard copy on October 20, 1992. 

This Technical Note transmits “ESTIMATES OF RESIDUE COVER REMAINING AFTER 
SINGLE OPERATIONS OF SELECTED TILLAGE MACHINES.”  The Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS), Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and the Equipment Manufacturers Institute 
(EMI) developed this guide jointly. 

The values in this list should not be used to estimate reductions in surface cover calculated and 
expressed as changes in mass (pounds of residue per acre). 

The values contained in this guide should not be considered absolutes and should be used as a 
starting point when making judgments of residue burial from field operations. 

Use the guidance presented in the footnote on the last page with judgment.  Current data 
indicates that winter weathering in Colorado depends greatly on soil moisture and temperature at 
the time of first, persistent snow cover.  Residue decomposition has been observed to be less 
when significant snow cover falls on cold, dry soils than when snow cover falls on warm, moist 
soils.  Significant residue decomposition can occur throughout the period of snow cover given 
the right set of conditions.  Research is continuing in these areas.   
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