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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 690          MARCH 25, 2015 
 

Re: Transmit new Plant Materials Tech Notes and soils information, reposting of HEL Map 
Unit Lists and updated Map Unit Lists for Soil Surveys correlated after 1-1-90, SW Willow 
Flycatcher Programmatic Biological Opinion, and revised Agronomy Standards and 
Implementation Requirements 
 

This Technical Guide Notice transmits the following materials to the Colorado electronic Field 
Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).   

 
Section I, Technical Notes, Plant Materials 

Plant Materials Tech Note 76, Plant Guides and Fact Sheets - New 

Plant Materials Tech Note 77, Conservation Cover Establishment - New 

Plant Materials Tech Note 78, Conservation Cover Assessment - New 

Section II, Soils Information 
1.  Official Soil Survey Information 

a. Introduction to Soil Survey Information - New 

b. Sources of Colorado Soils Data - New 

c. Quick Guide to Web Soil Survey - New 

d. Advanced Web Soil Survey Guide - New 

e. Using SSURGO Template database - New 

3. Soil Interpretations 
a. Use of Soil Interpretations - New  

4. Highly Erodible Lands (HEL) 

a. HEL Criteria - New 

b. HEL lists by Soil Survey Area – The following are reposted 1-1-90 HEL Map Unit 
Lists, and updated HEL Map Unit Lists for Soil Surveys correlated after 1-1-90 

HEL List CO023 Costilla 
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?Map=CO
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/PMTN_76_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/PMTN_77_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/PMTN_78_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/1a_Introduction_Soil_Survey_Information.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/1b_Sources_of_Soils_Data_Colorado_12_2014.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/1c_QuickGuidetoWSS_2014.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/1d_Advanced_WSS_Guide_2015.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/1e_Using_the_SSURGO_Template_Database.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/3a_Use_of_Soil_Interpretations.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/4a_HEL_Criteria.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO023_HEL_List_3_5_2015_150313.pdf
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HEL List CO630 Conejos  

HEL List CO631 Rio Grande 

HEL List CO632 Alamosa 

HEL List CO633 Saguache 

HEL List CO646 Jackson 

HEL List CO649 Grand 

HEL List CO655 Aspen-Gypsum 

HEL List CO662 Gunnison 

HEL List CO666 Piedra 

HEL List CO669 La Plata 

HEL List CO671 Cortez 

HEL List CO676 Uncompahgre 

HEL List CO679 Paonia 

HEL List CO680 Mesa 

HEL List CO682 Douglas Plateau 

HEL List CO683 Rifle 

HEL List CO685 Rio Blanco 

HEL List CO686 Moffat 

HEL List CO690 Summit 

HEL List CO691 Grand Junction  

5. Prime and Statewide Important Farmland 

a. Prime Farmland Definition 

6. Hydric Soils  

a. Hydric Soils Information 

Section II, Special Environmental Concerns, Threatened and Endangered Species, ESA 
Programmatic Consultation 

SW Willow Flycatcher Biological Opinion – New 2/26/15,  Transmits USFWS Biological 
Opinion (Opinion) for the effects of Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) implementation 
on the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (SWFL) and 84 other federally listed and candidate 
species in the States of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah.   

This Opinion updates and replaces the 2012 SWFL Biological Opinion. 

Utilize all of the conservation measures provided in the opinion when using Working Lands 
for Wildlife dedicated funds for SWFL. 
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO630_HEL_List_2_7_1991_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO631_HEL_List_2_7_1991_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO632_HEL_List_2_7_1991_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO633_HEL_List_2_7_1991_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO646_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO649_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO655_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO662_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO666_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO669_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO671_HEL_List_3_2_2015_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO676_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO679_HEL_List_4_16_1991_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO680_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO682_HEL_List_4_27_1992_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO683_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO685_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO686_HEL_List_3_2_2015_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO690_HEL_List_7_20_1990_150306.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO691_HEL_List_3_2_2015_150309.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/5a_Prime_Farmland_Definition.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/6a_Hydric_Soils.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/SWFL_Biological_Opinion_2.13.15.pdf
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Section IV, Standards and Specifications 
The following Standards and Implementation Requirements include revised Additional 
Criteria to Increase Plant Available Moisture per NHCP Notice 159 

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till (329) Implementation Requirements  

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till (329) Standard 

Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till (345) Implementation Requirements 

Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till (345) Standard 

 

This Technical Guide Notice cancels the following documents and removes them from the 
Colorado eFOTG. 

 
Section II, Special Environmental Concerns, Threatened and Endangered Species, ESA 
Programmatic Consultation 

SWFL Biological Opinion, 7/23/12.  Replaced by the 02/26/15 version. 

Section II, Waste Disposal Interpretations 
By Soil Survey Area, August 2003 - Refer to Web Soil Survey for current interpretations 

Section IV, Standards and Specifications 
Prescribed Burning 338 CRP Interim Specification, September 2005 

Residue and Tillage Management No Till 329, Implementation Requirements, January 2014  

Residue and Tillage Management No Till 329, Standard, January 2014 

Residue and Tillage Management Reduced Till 345, Implementation Requirements, January 
2014 

Residue and Tillage Management Reduced Till 345, Standard, January 2014  

Archiving Standards 
Conservation practice standards in effect at the time the client makes a decision regarding a 
course of action (step 7 of the Conservation Planning Process) may be used for practice 
implementation unless public health, safety or welfare is adversely affected.  A copy of all 
superseded standards shall be retained in NRCS field office files or other locations as approved 
by the State Conservationist, until such standards are no longer relevant to any active 
conservation plan or contract, or for 10 years, whichever is longer.  Where formal contracts (e.g., 
long-term agreements) are involved, copies of outdated standards are to be retained for the 
period required by the pertinent NRCS policy governing that specific program.   

These archived standards need to be removed from the FOTG and retained in a separate file 
(GM-450, Part 401, Subpart B, 401.18).  An archive of canceled Colorado Standards is 
maintained in the Ecological Sciences Section at the State office in Denver.   
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO329_IR_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO329_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO345_IR_2015-03.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO345_2015-03.pdf
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
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Printing and Filing Instructions 
District Conservationists are not required to maintain a hard copy of the eFOTG in their 
respective field offices.  One copy of the Colorado eFOTG is maintained at the National 
Information Technology Center (NITC) Web Farm at 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?Map=CO.  

Contact Information 
Contact Chanda Pettie, State Biologist, at 720-544-2804 or chanda.pettie@co.usda.gov for 
information regarding the biology content of this notice.   

Contact Jim Sharkoff, State Conservation Agronomist, at 720-544-2812 or 
jim.sharkoff@co.usda.gov, for information regarding the agronomy content of this notice.  

Contact William Shoup, State Soil Scientist, at 720-544-2850 or william.shoup@co.usda.gov for 
information regarding the soils content of this notice.   

This notice is filed in the Section I, Transmittals folder of the Colorado eFOTG.  A Section I 
Transmittals Index is available in PDF format to comply with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1998. 

 
This is the only copy of this notice you will receive from the State office.   
 
 
   /s/   Eugene Backhaus, Acting 
 
 
CLINT EVANS 
State Conservationist 
 
Dist: A, D 
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?Map=CO
mailto:chanda.pettie@co.usda.gov
mailto:jim.sharkoff@co.usda.gov
mailto:william.shoup@co.usda.gov
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Transmittals_Index.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Transmittals_Index.pdf
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