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     NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
	Prescribed Grazing

Inventory Worksheet 528(2)

  Colorado 

	December 2003


Ecological Site:  




Conservationist:  




Cooperator:  





Date:  






Soil Unit:  





Location & Field No: 




	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Species Name
	Palatable Production lbs/ac air dry
	Annual Production in lbs/ac air dry
	Pounds/acre in ecological site desc.
	Pounds Allowable

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Totals:
	
	
	
	


Similarity Index= 



(Total of E ÷ RV*[normal or average] from Ecosite Desc.)
Basal Area =  








*RV = relative value
Annual Usable Yield =   
           lbs/acre air-dry (approx. 50% of Total of B, Reference NRPH) 

_____Acres/ AUM (Animal Unit Month, Reference NRPH)
Trend Determination
Ecological Site 






Date:





Reference Plant Community




Conservationist:




	Initial Trend Determination
	
	
	

	Plant Factors (circle as appropriate)
	
	
	

	Vigor of desired key plants
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	Seedlings & young desired plants:
	Abundant
	Some
	None

	Decadent plants:
	Some
	Few
	More than expected

	Plant residue & litter:
	Abundant
	Adequate
	Inadequate

	Invading undesirable plants:
	None
	Some
	Many

	
	
	
	

	Soil Factors (circle as appropriate)
	
	
	

	Surface erosion:
	Slight
	Moderate
	Severe

	Crusting:
	Slight
	Moderate
	Severe

	Compaction:
	Slight
	Moderate
	Severe

	Percent bare ground:
	Normal
	Slightly more 
	Excessive 

	Gullies & rills:
	None
	Few
	Numerous

	Overall soil degradation:
	Slight
	Moderate
	Severe

	
	
	
	

	Other Factors
	
	
	

	Major invading species:
	
	
	

	Canopy and/or cover percent
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Overall Trend rating(s): (circle the appropriate kind of trend and rating)
	
	
	

	Range Trend (toward or away from historic climax plant community)
	Toward
	Not apparent
	Away From

	Planned Trend (toward or away from desired plant community)
	Toward
	Not apparent
	Away From


Rangeland Health Ecological Attributes Worksheet
	Attribute
	Soil/Site stability
	Hydrologic cycle
	Integrity of the biotic community
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	Rills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Water flow patterns
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pedestals and/or terracettes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bare ground
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gullies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wind scoured, blowouts and/or deposition areas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Litter movement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Soil surface resistance to erosion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Soil surface loss or degradation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plant community composition  and distribution
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plant functional groups
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Litter distribution
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Litter amount
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plant stress
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Production
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Invasive plants
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recruitment & production
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Instructions:  Prior to evaluating the ecological attributes, select the attributes that are related to the three ecological categories.  Evaluate each attribute using the Rangeland Ecological Attributes Evaluation Matrix and place an X in the appropriate column for each attribute.  Then use the information collectively to understand the site’s ecological processes and the three ecological categories.
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