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Contour buffer strips consists on narrow strips of permanent, herbaceous vegetative cover established around the hill slope, and alternated down the slope with wider cropped strips that are farmed on the contour.
With the PURPOSE of:
Reducing sheet and rill erosion. 
Reducing transport of sediment and other water-borne contaminants downslope
Increasing water infiltration
This practice applies on all sloping cropland, including orchards, vineyards and nut crops. 
CONSIDERATIONS:
Width of Strips.  
The minimum width shall be at least than 15 feet wide for strips planted to grasses or grass-legume mixtures with at least 50% grass and at least 30 feet wide when legumes are used alone or legumes make up more than 50% of the stand.
Buffer strip widths shall be increased as needed to keep the width of the cropped strips uniform. 
Maximum Row Grade.  The maximum row grade within the crop strips shall not exceed 
one-half of the up-and-down-hill field slope used for conservation planning, or 2%, whichever is less.  
Up to 3% row grade is allowed for a maximum of 150 feet as crop rows approach a stable outlet.
In addition to the buffer strips established on the hillside, a buffer strip will be established at the bottom of the slope.  This strip shall be two times the width of the narrowest buffer strip in the system. 
This practice is most effective when the slope length on the cropped strips is between 100 and 400 feet long.  
For species selection see Table 1.
Table 1. Plant species for buffer strips.
	Common English and Spanish Name
	
Technical Name
	
Seeding rate/acre
	
Humid areas
	
Dry Areas

	Kleberg blue stem or Pajón
	Dichanthium annulatum
	Seed-10 lbs/acre
	
	X

	Pangola
	Digitaria eriantha
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs/acre
	X
	X With irrigation

	Star or Estrella
	Cynodon nlemfuensis
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs/acre
	X
	X With irrigation

	Hurricane or Huracán
	Bothriochloa pertusa
	Seed-10 lbs/acre
	
	X

	Signal (Brachiarias)
	Urochloa spp.
	Seed-10 lbs/acre
	X
	X With irrigation









Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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